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Chad 


Chadian Opposition Leader Discusses Stalled 
Gabon Talks 


AB1201173096 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 12 Jan 96 


{FBIS Translated Text} In Chad, the reactions to the 
Franceville, Gabon, reconciliation talks are still re- 
Strained. The Movement for Democracy and Devel- 
opment [MDDj, led by Moussa Medela, has just an- 
nounced that the movement was ready to implement 
the peace accord proposed by the Gabonese mediators. 
Gabon proposed, among other things, the participation 
of political and military movements in the democratic 
elections. The MDD Executive Bureau expressed grati- 
tude to friendly countries and Chadian President Idriss 
Deby, and condemned the unrealistic attitude of some 
movements which have no real basis. 


Moussa Medele regretted that so-called political and 
military movements based, for the most part, in West 
Africa, had sabotaged the peace efforts made by Pres- 
ident Omar Bongo. He confirmed that he was ready to 
begin negotiations with President Idriss Deby and de- 
nied being ready to rally against the Chadian president's 
regime. 


Details with Medela talking to Frank Medome: 


[Begin recording] [Medela] The true political and mil- 
itary movements are well known, and it is only some 
small groups coming from West Africa which are call- 
ing themselves political and military movements. They 
rejected and jeopardized everything President Omar 
Bongo proposed for the future of Chad. As a politi- 
cal leader, | am taking my responsibility by beginning 
a dialogue with Ndjamena, but I never said I was going 
to rally the Ndjamena regime or asked the Ndjamena 
authorities to help me go there. 


([Medome] Are you ready to negotiate with President 
Idriss Deby? 

(Medela] I am ready for dialogue but I am not ready to 
rally against the Ndjamena regime. There are conditions. 
I not going to just rally against Ndjamena. I have my 
own reconciliation plans. 

[Medome] What are the outlines of this reconciliation 
plans? 

(Medela) It is a broad project. There is the problem of 
insecurity, some (?practical) problems we just talk about 
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but which have not been put into a concrete form. There 
is the issue of the army. There are many problems to 
examine. (end recording] 


Chinese Delegation Arrives in Chad 16 Jan 


AB1701174796 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 16 Jan 96 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] A Chinese delegation led by 
Mr. Qian Qichen, vice prime minister and foreign min- 
ister, arrived in Chad this morning. The visit, which is 
a follow-up to President Idriss Deby’s visit to China in 
1994 will crown the discussions between the two coun- 
tries. In his opening address to a meeting of the two 
delegations this afternoon, Chadian Prime Minister Dji- 
masta Koibla, stressed the friendly relations and active 
solidarity which have existed between the two countries 
since 1978, the year in which a framework cooperation 
agreement was signed. China has been assisting Chad 
in various sectors, notably health, agriculture, and edu- 
Cation. [passage omitted} 


Chadian President: ‘Only One China’ Recognized 


LD1701214496 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text) Chadian President Idriss Deby 
has repeated that he recognizes only one China as 
he welcomed Chinese Vice-Premier Qian Qichen in 
Ndjamena. 


Rwanda 


Rwandan Parliament Adopts English as 3d Official 
Language 

AB 1801143596 London BBC World Service 

in English 0630 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{From the African news] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Rwandan Parliament has 
adopted English as the country’s third official language 
after Kinyarwanda and French. Rwanda distanced itself 
from the Francophone world when the Rwandan Patri- 
Otic Front, whose leaders speak mostly English, ousted 
the French-backed government after the mass killings 
of 1994. Correspondents say the adoption of English as 
an Official language in Rwanda will further weaken the 
influence of France in Central Africa. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Djibouti 


French Defense Minister Ends Djibouti Visit 


AB1401191096 Paris AFP in French 
1543 GMT 14 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Djibouti, 14 Jan (AFP) — 
French Defeuse Minister Charles Millon left Djibouti 
this afternoon for Kuwait at the end of an official visit 
of less than 48 hours. Two Mirage F-1's of the French 
Air Force fighter force based in Djibouti escorted the 
French minister's Falcon-S0O jet after it took off from 
Djibouti Airport. 

Before his departure this morning, Mr. Millon visited 
Waddi village in the northern district of Obock, which 
was rehabilitated with the material and financial support 
of the French Cooperation Mission, and the French 
Armed Forces stationed in Djibouti. The people of 
Waddi had fled the village during fighting between the 
government forces and the Afar rebels’ Front for the 
Restoration of Unity and Democracy. 


Two Hundred Striking Djibouti Teachers Arrested 


AB1501215796 Paris AFP in French 
1742 GMT 15 Jan 96 


{FBIS Translated Text} Djibouti, 15 Jan (AFP) — The 
Djiboutian police today arrested about 200 striking 
teachers from primary and secondary schools, who are 
accused of “instigating the disturbance of public order.” 
They were taken to Nagad Prison, the detention center 
where people in irregular situation are detained. 


The arrest of these people is a consequence of the 
showdown between striking teachers and the Ministry 
of National Education who have been opposed for 
more than a week now. The disagreement came from 
the nonpayment of salary arrears for more than three 
mouths, and the teachers’ attempt to defend some of the 
advantages such as accommodation allowance that they 
want to keep. The escalation in the conflict occurs at 
a time when the Ministry of Finance has begun paying 
October salaries. 


In a communique, the Secondary School Teachers 
Union [Synesed] protested the inhuman detention con- 
ditions and the physical pressure on the teachers. Ac- 
cording to the Synesed, some teachers, whose “human 
dignity” was violated, and who were “maltreated and are 
consequently demoralized,” have begun a hunger strike. 
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Ethiopia 


‘At Least 3’ Killed in Bomb Blast at Addis Ababa 
Hotel 


NC1901081696 Paris AFP iz English 
0736 GMT 19 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Addis Ababa, Jan 19 (AFP)— 
At least three people were killed and 20 wounded in an 
overnight bomb attack in a leading Addis Ababa hotel, 
police said Friday [19 January]. 


Police chief Eranshi Gebre Tekle said the blast, at 20.10 
pm (1710 GMT), devastated the hallway of the Ghion 
hotel where several diplomats from the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) were dining. 


The hotel is located near the presidential palace. 


One man and two women, all Ethiopian, were killed, 
Tekle said. It was not immediately clear if any of the 
diplomats were among the victims. 


Tekle said police had not yet established the type of 
bomb used but said it was thought to have been a 
deliberate attack. 


The hotel, one of the biggest in Addis Ababa, is used 
frequently by diplomats and members of the OAU, 
which has its headquarters here. 


Several OAU representatives were in Addis Ababa for a 
seminar on a rapid alert system to help prevent conflict 
in Africa. 


Addis Ababa Radio Reports Foreigners Among 
Injured 
EA19u/125096 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1000 GMT 19 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Three Ethiopian waiters were 
killed and 20 people, including three foreigners, were 
injured in an explosion on 18 January at the Gion hotel, 
according to reports from the hotel and hospital. Hotel 
manager Mr. Hailu Asfaw said the explosion occurred 
during the busy period; consequently, the traditional 
restaurant and reception area were out of action. 


According to the Tikur Anbesa hospital, the foreigners 
are from Malawi, India, and the third is an Arab. Among 
the wounded, three are in critical condition, two badly 
injured and the remainder went home after medical 
assistance. 


Aithough no one has claimed responsibility, police are 
making intensive investigations. Normal service has 
been stopped at the hotel. 


This report may contain copynghted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 
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Kenya Tanzania 

Kenya’s Moi Praises Cooperation Talks With Tanzanian President Sets Up Anticorruption 

Uganda’s Museveni Commission 

EA1801192496 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting EA1701222696 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 

Corporation Network in English External Service in English 1600 GMT 17 Jan 96 

1000 GMT 18 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] President Daniel Arap Moi 
and President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda this morning 
held talks at Amagoro primary school in Teso District. 
On emerging from the private talks, President Moi said 
that the meeting was important and noted that from 
now on, Kenya and Uganda will work together for the 
benefit of the two peoples and the entire region without 
suspicion. He said the meeting had consolidated the 
solidarity between the two countries, and in particular 
the entire East African region which has a population 
of 80 million people. 


F esident Moi said that to further consolidate East 
African cooperation, he will visit Uganda next week for 
talks with President Museveni. He called on the people 
of both countries to take cue from his meeting with 
President Museveni as a sign of close cooperation. 


President Moi pointed out that the occasion of their 
meeting opened greater vision for East Africa coopera- 
tion both economically and politically, adding that his- 
tory will now judge them well. He pointed out that tradi- 
tionally Kenya and Uganda have not only been friendly 
but also very good neighbors. President Moi disclosed 
that their lengthy discussions were mainly on bilateral 
issues as well as regional and international matters. The 
president said there were no contentious issues between 
the two countries and hence no quarrel. 


President Moi noted with concern that Africa was now 
at a crossroads and it was bedevilled by many problems. 
He said it was shameful for the continent to continue 
shedding blood when leaders should commit themselves 
to the security of their people. [passage omitted] 


(Nairobi KNA in English at 1300 GMT on 18 January 
adds the following: “Museveni said as far as the 
relations between the two countries are concerned, 
Uganda will not be found wanting. 


{"The two leaders agreed that there should be a com- 
mittee to address and resolve any contentious issues that 
might arise from time to time. They said in this way, 
the people of the two countries will benefit from this 
new found cooperation.” ] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Benjamin Mkapa has 
appointed a nine-man commission to investigate and 
propose measures to curb corruption in the country. 
Mr. Mkana said the commission under the chairmanship 
of former prime minister, Mr. Joseph Sinde Warioba, 
would be required to present its proposals to the 
president within nine months. 


President Mkapa told newsmen at State House that 
he hopes the commission would provide appropriate 
proposals that will help the government deal with 
corruption. He said the commission is expected to 
present its preliminary findings and proposals within 
three months. The president also said that the 1971 act 
that deais with corruption will be reviewed to check out 
loopholes. 


The secretary of the commission is Mr. (Alex Muganda) 
and other members are Mr. Salim Juma Othman, 
(Ibrahim Kaduina, (Leonidus Gama), and Fulgence 
Kazaure. Others are Halima Kasungu, Brigadier Hashim 
Mbita, and a member from the Tanzania Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture. 


Tanzanian Official Wants Immigration Law Upheld 
With Refug: es 


EA1501135796 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili in Swahili 0700 GMT 15 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Kigoma [northwestern Tan- 
zania): Tanzania has said it is striving to promote 
peace in Burundi so that refugees from that country 
now living in Tanzania can return home. Kigoma Re- 
gional Commissioner Yusuf Makamba said Tanzania 
had helped enough by shouldering the burden of Bu- 
rundian refugees and it was now tired of doing so. 


Mr. Makamba said that for neighbors to coexist in 
peace and harmony they must trust one another and 
stressed that Tanzanian territory would never be used to 
launch an invasion against Burundi. He said, however, 
that Tanzania had laws, regulations, and procedures on 
immigration which had to be upheld. He said this was 
why Tanzania recently mounted a crackdown in Kigoma 
to net citizens from neighboring Zaire and Burundi who 
had entered the town illegally. [passage omitted] 


This report may contain copyrighted maternal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Thousands Cross From Burundi Into Tanzania as 
Fighting Erupés 


EA1901133096 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
External Service in English 1000 GMT 19 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Some 10,000 Rwandan 
refugees have fled their camps in northern Burundi 
after fighting broke out in the area and have been 
crossing the border into Tanzania. The exodus began 
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aft the Tutsi-dominated Burundian army clashed with 
extrenists among the mainly Hutu refugees. The army 
accus.* the extremists of supporting Burundi’s armed 
Hutu rebc's. 


Reports fron. Burundi say in the space of a few hours, 
one camp ‘mptied as the refugees crossed the border. 
Thousands more refugees remain scattered on the hill 
side in the order areas. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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US. Black Leader Farrakhan To Visit South Africa 


MB1901085396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0323 GMT 19 Jan 96 


[Report by Neil Lurssen) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Washington Jan 18 SAPA — 
One of America’s most controversial African-American 
leaders, minister Louis Farrakhan of the nation of Islam, 
plans to visit Durban, Cape Town and Johannesburg 
during a three-day visit to South Africa [SA] latcr this 
month. 


The visit — from January 26 to 28 — will come during 
an extended tour of Africa and the Middle East. Also 
on his Southern Africa itinerary 27¢ Zimbabwe, Namibia 
and Mozambique. 


Sources here say he has asked the SA Department of 
Foreign Affairs to help set up meetings with South 
African religious and political leaders. He did not nate 
anyone specifically. 


Farrakhan has long been a controversial figure in the 
United States, largely because of statements he and 
his followers have made about Jews. He achieved new 
status in the U.S. last year when the nation of Islam 
spearheaded the Million Man March in Washington DC, 
a mass rally which brought together the larges: gathering 
of black men in American history. 


While the stated purpose of the event — a commitment 
by black men to positive community and family values 
— was widely praised, the fact that Farrakhan was its 
leader was the source of criticism and division. 


It is believed here that one of the aims of his tour 
of Africa and the Middle east is to capitalize on the 
favourable international attention given to the Million 
Man March. 


South Africa: Talks Begin With Mozambique on 
Mapseto Corridor 

MB1801195996 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1400 GMT 18 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Mozambique and South Africa 
began talks [words indistinct] Maputo Corridor devel- 
opment projects in Pretoria today, according to the 
Mozambique Information Agency. The talks are being 
held behind closed doors. The delegations are led by 
Transportation Ministers Paulo Muxanga of Mozam- 
bique and Mac Maharaj of South Africa. 
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S. African NP Praises Action Against Proposed TV 
Programming Changes 


MB160/ 180796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1715 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Jan 16 SAPA 
— The National Party [NP] on Tuesday said it wel- 
comed the Independent Broadcasting Authority's [IBA] 
announcement that it was unable to amend the SABC’ 
licences with effect from February 4, the broadcaster's 
planned relaunch date. 


NP broadcasting spokesman Marthinus van Schalkwyk 
Said in a statement in Cape Town media reports on 
Monday had created the impression the IBA and the 
SABC had a “cosy agreement” to disregard the public's 
right to comment on the proposed new channels. “The 
NP welcomes the announcement by the IBA earlier 
today (Tuesday) that the appropriate legislation for 
amending the SABC's licence conditions will not be 
ignored,” van Schalkwyk said. "After the IBA was 
initially reported to have said that there was a loophole 
in the legislation, this apparent about-face in their 
standpoint is welcome. 


"The SABC’s conduct with regard to this whole issue 
has created the impression that they think existing 
legisiation aimed at protecting the public's might to 
debate aspects of the public broadcaster can be merely 
ignored.” 

Van Schalkwyk added the aim of the prescribed period 
in the Broadcasting Act involving the consideration or 
amendment of broadcasting licences was to facilitate a 
public debate, particularly on controversial issues. “I:i- 
stead of the SABC now availing itself of expensive legal 
assistance to further avoid the time provisions in the leg- 
islation concerned, they should respect the public's nght 
to public debate or comment,” van Schalkwyk said. 


"In view of this the SABC should immediately postpone 
the launching on February 4 to a more suitable date in 
order to escape ‘arge potential financial expenditure.” 


The SABC later on Tuesday said the relaunch would go 
ahead as planned, with minor adjustments to bring its 
schedules within the requirements of its current licences. 


South African National Assembly, ANC Welcome 
IBA, SABC Talks Outcome 


MB1901073396 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 19 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The National Assembly's port- 
folio committee on communications and the ANC have 
both welcomed the outcome of the talks between 
the IBA [Independent Broadcasting Authority] and the 


oy shied ger cre po 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 
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SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation) on 
next month's planned SABC TV relaunch. 


The committee on communications said that the IBA 
Act mandated the IBA Council to regulate the airwaves, 
which was a difficult task. After the talks yesicrday the 
SABC said it would go ahead with its planned relaunch, 
but that it would adjust its program schedule to comply 
with its current license conditions. 

The SABC and the IBA said in a joint statement read 
by IBA Co- Chairman Peter De Klerk that the IBA 
had agreed that if new language proposals submitted by 
the SABC complied with its existing television licenses, 
then the relaunch could go ahead. 


In its reaction the ANC said the SABC’s efforts to 
transform itself into a truly public broadcaster were 
commendable, but that all broadcasters had to submit 
to the IBA’s jurisdiction. The ANC welcomed efforts 
by both parties to resolve their differences. 


Ingonyama Trust Act Reenacted in South Africa’s 
KwaZulwNatsal 


MB1801063296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2014 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] PIETERMARITZBURG Jan 
17 SAPA — The Ingonyama Trust Act was re-enacted 
in the KwaZuluw/Natal legislature on Wednesday despite 
it not having been certified by the state legal adviser. 


The Act puts all tribal land in the province under the 
control of a trust, the sole trustee of which is the Zulu 
king. 


The Act was referred to the Constitutional Court by 
members of the legislature last year, and the provincial 
speaker undertook not to promulgate the Act by refer- 
ring it to premier Dr Frank Mdlalose for his signature. 


Traditional affairs and environment MEC [Member of 
the Executive Council] Nyanga Ngubane said during 
the debate on the Act that in asking the house to re- 
enact its provisions he was seeking to put the future 
administration of the law where it belonged: within 
KwaZulwNatal. 


“This law creates a trust of what is essentially private 
land,” he said. “It creates a trust for the benefit of 
the Zulu people symbolically vested in our traditional 
monarch. It is a purely Zulu matter and the relationship 
between this land and the laws governing development 
is like that of those iaws to other privately owned land; 
the owner is the Zulu people.” 


National Party MP Tino Volker, supporting the Act, said 
it dealt with the continuation of traditional procedures 
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on land that for centuries had been occupied and 
maintained on a tadiuonal basis. 


The Act was opposed hy the African National Congress 
and the Democratix: Party (DP). 


ANC MP John Jeffery said it would be thrown out 
by the Constitutional Court as it was quite clearly not 
within provincial competence, and the debate was a 


waste of taxpayers’ money. 


DP MP Wessel Nel said although there was no doubt 
major land reform was needed in the province and 
the DP believed land affairs should be a provincial 
competence, it did not believe the right vehicie for 
administering land was the Ingonyama Trust, which 
might well be uncenstitutional. 


South Africa: Mdlalose Unhappy With IFP on 
Constitution 


MB1801°?72096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2023 GMi 17 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PIETERMARITZBURG Jan 
17 SAPA — No political party would fully achieve 
its constitutional goals in the making of a provincial 
constitution, KwaZulu/Natal premier Dr Frank Mdlalose 
said in a legislature debate on the constitution on 
Wednesday. 


Addressing the legislature in Pietermaritzburg, he said 
any successful constitution was bound to displease all 
the political parties just as much as it pleased them, as 
concessions were a necessary part of negotiations. 


However, some of Wednesday's moves by his own rul- 
ing Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] apparently displeased 
the premier. 


Legislature sources said he had called a meeting with the 
‘FP and also some members of the NP [National Party] 
after Wednesday's sitting, wanting an explanation for 
the tabling of a controversial resolution which set out 
joint IFP/NP constitutional proposals and left very little 
room for any amendments. 


The tabling of this resolution caused anger among the 
other parties. 


African National Congress whip Ina Cronje told re- 
porters the IFP move was scandalous, unacceptable and 
flew in the face of democracy. 


Minority Front leader Amichand Rajbansi questioned 
how the legislature was supposed to decide on two 
parallel documents when they had problems enough 
with just one. 
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Mdialose said the IFP had made enormous concessions 
to accommodate the other political parties, “a ve7y high 
price for any political party to pay”. 


“However, it is with a deep sense of responsibility 
that the IFP has accepted to pay this price to bring 
constitutional peace and reconciliation in this province 
and we hope that each of our political sacrifices is going 
to be met with an equally politically costly sacrifice 
by the other parties whose consent is necessary for the 
adoption of a constitution,” he said. 

“Let us not assess our provincial constitution against 
our list of political wishes, but rather let us focus on the 
importance of that which can be achieved through this 
constitution-making process to secure the prosperity of 
the people we represent.” 


South Africa: ANC Warns IFP o7 KwaZulu/Natal 
Constitutional Issues 


MB1801190596 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio 
in English 1500 GMT 18 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The leader of the African 
National Congress in KwaZulu/Natal, Mr. Jacob Zuma, 
says the constitution-making process in the province 
could even lead to war if handled in a confrontational 
manner. 


Mr. Zuma was reacting (0 a new proposal presented 
by the Inkatha Freedom Party to iie KwaZulu/Natal 
parliament in Pietermaritzburg yesterday. The proposal 
was tabled even thoue!. the Premier of KwaZuluw/Natal, 
Dr. Frank “‘cialose, of the Inkatha Freedom Party, 
had earlier acknowledged that a revised discussion 
document on the constitution encompass the views 
of all parties in the province. Mr. Zuma emphasized 
the need for all parties to work together and said 
that Inkatha’s action only created confusion. Inkatha is 
demanding international mediation in the constitution- 
making process in KwaZulu/Natal. 


South Africa: KwaZulu/Natal Official Speaks of 
‘Undeclared Civil War’ 


MBi 801201796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1851 GMT 18 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} DURBAN Jan 18 SAPA — 
Large areas of the KwaZulu/Natal midlands appeared 
to have degenerated into a state of “undeclared civil 
war”, KwaZulu/Natal MEC [member of the Executive 
Council] for health Dr Zweli Mkhize told SAPA on 
Thursday. He was reacting to an incident near Gala in 
the midlands on Thursday afternoon when he and vari- 
ous local government officials were fired on, allegedly 
by ruling Inkatha Freedom Party supporters. Three IFP 
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supporters were injured when Mkhize's bodyguards re- 
turned fire. 


"The whole of the midlands area, particularly Bulwer 
and Impendie, has really become a war zone,” Mkhize 
said. “If we can’t take it seriously now, it will soon be 
too late. Urgent steps will have to be taken very soon. 
If not, we'll soon be burying senior political leaders in 
this province.” 


Police spokesman Supt Bala Naidoo confirmed the 
attack. 


It was the second attack involving an MEC this 
year. MEC for conservation and traditional authorities 
Nyanga Ngubane was ambushed at Stoffelton near 
Impendie on January 7 An IFP supporter was fatally 
wounded in that attack. 


The laiest ambush occurred after other violence in the 
Gala area. Two people had been murdered in related 
incidents there at the weekend, police said earlier this 
week. [passage indistinct] 


Mkhize’s convoy of two cars was travelling to the scene 
of Wednesday's attack when they came under fire from 
the side of the road. "We were passing through a forest 
when somebody appeared in the road and waved for us 
to slow down,” Mkhize said. "As we approached, bullets 
started whizzing all around us. Police soon joined us and 
we returned in the direction we had come, only to be 
fired upon a second time by gunmen in a car.” 


Three of the gunmen were injured in an ensuing 
shootout. 


Mkhize expressed serious concern about policing in 
the area, which fell under the command of the south 
coast police. “There seems to be something fishy about 
the attitude of police in the (south coast) area,” he 
said. “Why should all the wrong things (including the 
Shobashobane massacre) happen in the same area?” 


Nineteen people were killed at Shobashobane on the 
south coast on Christmas day. The massacre prompted 
enquiries into police conduct in the area. 


South African Minister Releases Report on Housing 
Program 

MB1801183196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 

1618 GMT 18 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Jan 18 SAPA — 
Management problems rather than a lack of money were 
the main cause of delays in the government's housing 
programme, Housing Minister Sankie Nkondo said on 
Thursday. These problems could be addressed by giving 
local authorities a bigger role, she told a media bnienng 
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on the release of a ministerial task team report on 
short-term housing. Nkondo said government housing 
subsidies had been slow in getting to those they were 
intended to help. 


She was encouraged by the report, which, among cther 
things, proposed some housing functions be devolved 
to local authorities. For example, MECs [meinber of the 
Executive Council] should have the authority to disburse 


Nkondo appointed the task team, headed by Housing 
Department director-general William Cobbett, in August 
last year to recommend short-term interventions to 
speed up the housing programme. She would present 
the report to the Cabinet, the national housing board 
and MECs before giving her formal response, Nkondo 
said. 


On a proposal that the functions of provincial housing 
boards be reviewed, Nkondo said these bodies might 
not like some of the decisions about to be taken. "The 
provincial housing boards are supposed to help us reach 
Out to the beneficiaries to access their subsidies. That 
has not been happening.” 


The task team said the basic housing policy was sound, 
and did not ask for an increase of the R15,000 [rands] 
government housing subsidy. 


It listed several constraints frustrating the housing 
programme, including inadequate public awareness of 
subsidies, a loss of momentum in the Masakhane 
campaign to get people to pay their lights and water 
bills, and administrative and managerial hitches at 
provincial and local government level. 


The tear suggested relaxing c.rtain conditions imposed 
on provincial governments and suggested measures to 
enhance the demand for and granting of house loans. 


If accepted, these proposals would significantly speed 
up the housing programme within 12 to 18 months, the 
report said. For this to be realised, local administration 
had to improve and payment problems with regard to 
services and housing should be resolved. 


A stand-off between communities and financiers had to 
be overcome, the report said. 


Cobbett said housing subsidies granted had risen from 
R47 million in August last year to R122 million in 
December. 
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South Africa: Telkom Workers Protest 
Privatization Plans 


MB1801184796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1347 GMT 18 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] DURBAN Jan 18 SAPA — 
About 500 angry post office and telecommunication 
workers surrounded the entrance to Durban's central 
post office on Thursday to protest against government's 
privatisation plans. 


Post and Telecommunications Workers’ Association 
president Ramateu Monyokolo told the crowd workers 
would continue to stage sporadic mass actions country- 
wide, including sit-ins and post office blockades, unul 
their demands were met by the parastatal’s management. 


"Telkom [Telecommunications Corporation} must 
realise that there can be no restructuring without proper 
consultation with unions,” Monyokolo said. About 
14,500 predominantly black workers would lose their 
jobs if Telkom’s restructuring plans were allowed to 
proceed, he said. Restructuring would only be allowed 
i, ‘t benefited society in general. 


Workers were also dissatisfied with perceived racism 
within Telkom. The parastatal was neglecting infras- 
tructural development in black residential areas where 
there was a severe shortage of post offices and telephone 
lines. 


Workers handed over a memorandum to Telkom repre- 
sentatives, whereafter they dispersed peacefully. Senio, 
Congress of South African Trade Union [(Cosatu] offi- 
cials, including Cosatu general- secretary Sam Sailowa, 
attended Thursday's march. 


South Africa: ANC Views Call for Greater Access 
to Education 


MB1801143996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1311 GMT 18 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Jan 18 SAPA 
— The call by th South African Students’ Congress 
[Sasco] for greats, $$ tO tertiary education institu- 
tions should be vic we’ »s a challenge, the African Na- 
tional Congress said . "hursday. 


Tertiary institutions should ensure that they continued 
to reflect the transformation processes permeating all 
sectors of South Africa's social fabric, the ANC said in 
a Statement. 


“The issue of entrance to higher institutions of learning 
has been at the core of demands for transformation at 
such institutions for several years now. In this regard, 
some institutions have made headway with regard to 
addressing these fundamental issues. However, some 
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still lag behind and several others are deliberately 
stalling on the process.” 


The ANC said barriers which made it impossible for 
students from previously disadvantaged backgrounds; 
including exclusion on the basis of lack of finances, the 
use of language inaccessible to the majoriiy of people, 
and unyielding entrance requizements, did not take into 
account the legacy of ethm:> education. 


"In this context institutions shoul¢/must establish broad 
transformation forums, inclusive of all stakeholders, as 
a means of engaging one another in dialogue to find 
everlasting solutions to these problems. The ANC calls 
on the Ministry of Education to expedite the release 
of the report of the National Commission on Higher 
Education which explored the restructus .ng of the entire 
higher education system in South Africa and funding for 
such institutions. It is our belief that the report is critical 
in helping to develop a national perspective and to guide 
the processes of transformation in higher institutions of 
learning.” 


The ANC also called on all stakeholders to embark on 
a process of restructuring educational institutions, and 
at the same time ensure that transformation did not lead 
to disruption of the academic year. 


South Africa: COSATU Says Restructuring 
Agreement ‘Very Close’ 

MB1801175896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1444 GMT 18 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) DURBAN Jan 18 SAPA 
— Government and labour representatives were “very 
close” to agreement on the principles for the restructur- 
ing of state assets, Congress of SA (South Africa) Trade 
Unions [Cosatu]) general-secretary Sam Shilowa said on 
Thursday. 


Addressing a large group of post office and telecommu- 
nication workers in Durban, Shilowa said government 
and labour officials had held successful negotiations 
on Wednesday regarding the principles for restructur- 
ing parastatals. "We can reach agreement at any time,” 
Shilowa said. 


Restructuring would not proceec unless government 
could guarantee job security for all workers threatened 
by the privatisation plans. Purthermore, restructuring 
had to benefit the majority of South Africans, Shilowa 
said. 


“Negotiations are not easy — we have to make hard 
choices. We have to make sure that government will be 
able to rein in these (restructured) parastatals,” Shilowa 
said. 
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Cosatu would not give in to government until workers’ 
demands had been satisfied. The labour movement 
would continue to protest against government's plans, 
despite workers’ doubts raised by the suspension of 
Cosatu’s 24-hour countrywide strike, scheduled for 
January 16. "We suspended that action because, in terms 
of our discussions with government, it became clear that 
it would be possible to reach an agreement. We are 
going to have further negotiations in order to finalise an 
agreement,” Shilowa said. 


Mass action and protests against privatisation should 
continue, however, despite the negotiations. “Discussion 
needs to be coupled with actions,” he said. 


Cosatu KwaZulu/Natal regional secretary Paulcs Neg- 
cobo said Cosatu remained committed to the tripar- 
tite alliance with the African National Congress and 
the South African Communist Party. However, Cosatu 
might reconsider its position within the alliance at 
Cosatu’s next general congress in 1997. 


South African Press Review for 18 Jan 
MB1801124796 


[FBIS Editorial Report) 
THE STAR 


Give Land Reform Bill a Chance — Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 18 January in a page-14 
editorial comments on whether the Land Reform Bill 
that passed through the National Assembly this week is 
the best mechanism to improve the lot of labor tenants. 
"The Bill offers the first measure of protection for 
labour tenants by ending evictions and it provides legal 
certainty for both farmer and tenant. Tenants will now 
have the right to buy, within the next four years and with 
State assistance where necessary, the land they have 
occ upied for years.” For the Democratic Party to join 
the Freedom Front in criticizing the bill on the grounds 
that “it compromises land ownership rights is surely to 
recognise one set of rights at the expense of another.” 
THE STAR believes the bill “should be given a chance” 
but its biggest test “will be its implementation.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Country's Role in Aiding Lesotho Democracy — “Per- 
haps the most important fruit of South Africa's new 
policy towards the southern African region has been its 
role in restoring and buttressing democracy in Lesotho,” 
states Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 
18 January in a page-6 editorial. South Africa's inter- 
vention in the abortive royal coup of 1994 and “close 
monitoring” of subsequent developments has “restrained 
potential troublemakers and kept the country’s fragile 
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democratic process on track.” BUSINESS DAY believes 
that with South Africa “looking oa, the military is un- 
likely to risk challenging Ntsu Mokhehie’s government. 
In addition, Mokhehle has courageously undertaken a 
“national dialogue’ to draw potential dissidents into the 
political mainstream.” For these reasons “it is highly un- 
likely that che death of King Moshoeshoe II will have 
a destabilising effect.” 


THE CITIZEN 


ANC ‘Capitulated’ to COSATU — Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English on 17 January in a page-6 edito- 
rial says the Congress of South African Trade Unions, 
COSATU, called off its national strike because “the 
government simply capitulated to COSATU over pri- 
vatisation.” “The fact of the matter is that COSATU 
has effectively held up the government's privatisation 
plans, which can only go ahead with COSATU's bless- 
ing provided it is ‘restructuring’ and not ‘privatisation’ 
that is intended.” "Clearly the ANC is not prepared to 
have a showdown with COSATU. We said recently that 
the government cannot go on trying to placate COSATU 
— or even modify its privatisation plans — without sig- 
nalling its own weakness. But instead of standing firm, 
it has capitulated to COSATU.” 


CAPE TIMES 


ANC ‘Compromised’ Privatization Plan — “It is a pity 
the Government, faced with a threat by COSATU to 
hold a 24-hour general strike, seems to have compro- 
mised its bold plan to privatise certain State assets,” 
— a page-6 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES 
in English on 15 January. “The ANC is obviously mind- 
ful of its relationship with its powerful alliance partner. 
But as the senior partner in the Government of National 
Unity, it now has to act in the best interests of the coun- 
try. And this means at some juncture it will have to face 
down the unions.” 


South African Press Review for 19 Jan 
MB1901 130496 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


SADF Involvement in Ivory Smuggling — Johannes- 
burg THE STAR in English on 19 January in a page-12 
editorial comments on the Kumleben Commission re- 
— which disclosed that the South African Defense 

e, SADF, “had a part in the annihilation of some- 
where between 69,000 and 100,000 elephants north of 
the Cunene River. This was done to help UNITA [Na- 
tional Union for the Total Independence of Angola).” 
“Arguments about the morality of war and that cam- 
paign in particular are not the central issue. What is 
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is that dismayed South Africans niust once again deal 
with the fact that there was a total absence of morality 
in some of those who led the country during the dark 
days of the "70s and *8Os." 


BUSINESS PAY 


SADF, NP lavolvement in Ivory Smuggling — The 
[words indistinct) about the corrupuon and moral de- 
generacy of the NP [National Party) government during 
the dying years of apartheid.” “One of the tasks of the 
truth commission will be to confront South Africa with 
t.e true nature of the National Party government as a 
way of forging a common nationai understanding of the 
past. The Kumleben report is another illustration of why 
it cannot be avoided.” 


NEW NATION 


SADF Ivory Smuggling No Surprise — “It should 
come as a surprise to no one that the South African 
Defense Force (SADF) had involved itself in the illegal 
smuggling of ivory from Angola and Namibia,” states 
a page-10 editorial in Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English on 19 January. “In fact there was little in 
the form of criminal activity that the former apartheid 
army did not try its hand at." NEW NATION hopes the 
Namibian and Angolan governments, “whose countries 
suffered the most damage as a result of the illegal ivory 
trade, prosecute those implicated by the findings of the 
inquiry to the full extent of the law.” 


MAIL & GUARDIAN 


Need for ‘Credible Opposition’ — “There can be little 
doubt that South Africa needs to see the emergence of a 
credible opposition party,” declares a page-22 editonal 
in Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN in English 
for 19-25 January. “The weakness of the opposition 
is not an urgent problem right now, since a new 
African National Congress government needs all the 
political space it can get to pursue the awesome task 
of post-apartheid reconstruction. But one of the few 
certainties in politics is that a ruling party confident 
of repeated victory at the polls will become arrogant, 
complacent and corrupt." MAIL & GUARDIAN notes 
that NP leader F. W. de Klerk plans to announce major 
changes to his party “out of the fact that there is a 
conservative and traditionalist core in South African 
society which will respond to what would probably 
be, broadly speaking, a Christian Democratic message.” 
“More's the pity that there is not an opposition to the 
left of the ANC, in order to balance things out with 
pressure on the government to deliver on its programme 
of social reform.” Nevertheless, “we may be startng to 
see the emergence of party structures which reflect the 
major currents of our society: a social democratic ANC 
somewhere in the middle, a ‘family values’ party to its 
right, and — probably sometime in the future — a more 
radical party to its left.” 
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Angola 
Angola: Albright Says World Expects Progress in 
Peace Process 


MB1801181696 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1630 GMT 18 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Madeleine Albright, U.S. am- 
bassador to the United Nations, arrived in Luanda this 
morning, with a warning from the UN Security Council 
president about the slow peace process. The U.S. diplo- 
mat, who is carrying messages from the White House 
and the UN Security Council, said on her arrival the 
international community is losing patience. 


{Begin Albright recording, in English with passage- 
by-passage translation into Portuguese] The mood of 
the Security Council and, therefore of the international 
community, is that patience is running out. A great deal 
of international attention and international resources 
have been devoted to Angola and to the process that 
should be taking place here on an organized schedule. 
The letters that I bring from the President and the 
Security Council in effect is a warning that the process 
has io keep moving or the international community 
will simply say enough, and that it is not possible to 
take one step forward and two steps back or not to 
take any steps at all. The international community is 
watching what is going on here with great care, and 
the (words indistinct] as the international community 
[words indistinct] in early February when it is time for 
us to consider the Unavem-3 [UN Angola Verification 
Mission-3} mandate. Sometimes it takes a face-to-face 
visit in order to show the importance of the issue rather 
than resolutions or [word indistinct] statements by the 
Security Council or statements made from the Capitol, 
and so President Clinton specifically asked me to come 
here, and he made it clear that we expect progress. My 
colleagues in the Security Council also expect progress. 
{end recording] 


Ambassador Madeleine Albright is at present attending 
a special session of the Joint Commission and is 
scheduled to leave for Bai'undo tomorrow for a meeting 
with Jonas Savimbi, National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] leader. Progress 
in the peace process during her visit may influence 
the international community on whether to renew the 
Unavem-3 mandate in our country. 


Angola’s Dos Santos Receives Albright, Other 
Foreign Diplomats 

MB/801185896 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1630 GMT 18 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos today received in audience several diplomats. 
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The first one was outgoing Portuguese Ambassador to 
Angola Rocha Paris, who bade farewell to the Angolan 
head of state. 


President dos Santos then received in audience Israeli 
Ambassador Tamar Golan, who carried a message 
from Prime Minister Shim'on Peres regarding bilateral 
relations and his gratitude for the message sent by 
the Angolan president to the Israeli prime minister 
following the death of Yitzhag Rabin. Tamar Golan also 
briefed the president on Israeli-Arab talks. 


President Dos Santos also received Moroccan Public 
Works Minister Meziane Belfkih, who briefed him on 
talks with the Angolan authorities that will culminate 
with the signing of cooperation accords on matters in- 
Cluding water, roads and bridges, harbors, and housing. 


Finally, President Dos Santos received in audience 
Madeleine Albright, U.S. ambassador to the United Na- 
tions, who is carrying messages from the UN Security 
Council and U.S. President Bill Clinton. The messages 
contain serious warnings to the government and the 'wa- 
tional Union for the Total ndependence of Angola re- 
garding the slow implementation of the Lusaka Protocol. 


Angolan Prime Minister Moco Receives Albright 


MB1801204896 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 18 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Trans!ated Text} Prime Minister Marcolino Moco 
received Madeleine Albright, U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, at his office today. Madeleine Albright 
personally conveyed to the prime minister the UN 
concern over delays in the implementation of the Lusaka 
Accords. The U.S. diplomat also said the extension 
of the UN Angola Verificauon Mission's mandate in 
Angola depends mainly on the practical development 
of the peace process. 


Marcolino Moco reaffirmed the Angolan Government's 
readiness to do all it can to consolidate pr ..> m the 
country. 


Angola: Albright Attends Joint Commission's 
Special Session 

MB1801210596 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 18 Jan 9% 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Madeleine Albright, U. S. 
ambassador to the United Nations, today attended a 
special session of the Joint Commission, which was 
open to the press. The session centered on the new 
developments in the peace process. [passage omitted] 


Speaking on the occasion, Urbano Tchassanha from the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
said’ 
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{Begin Tchassanha recording] We would like to be 
sincere and say that there is no doubt that — in terms 
of dates — we are behind schedule, thus violating 
our agreement. We have, however, begun to confine 
our troops as evidence of our political good will. 
{end recording] [passage omitted, including indistinct 
portion} 


Dos Santos Views Peace Process, Savimbi Meeting 


MB1901072496 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1630 GMT 18 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Angolan head of state Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos today told national and foreign 
journalists that his meeting with Jonas Savimbi, leader 
of the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA], scheduled for 20 January, has been 
postponed, at UNITA’s request. 


[Begin recording] [Dos Santos] I believe there is no 
longer any reason for continued war in Angola. We 
signed the Lusaka Protocol in 1994, which establishes 
political foundations and military conditions to resolve 
all existing problems. | believe efforts are now being 
made to implement this protocol. It is true there are still 
breaches, notably on military issues — delays in troop 
confinement and pending military discussions on the 
formation of the Angolan Armed Forces. All the same, 
with good will and more pressure from the international 
community on those delaying the process, we believe 
we can make qualitative steps forward and consolidate 


peace. 


(Unidenufied correspondent] Apart from the technical 
problems you mentioned, is there a clash of ideas or is 
it just the problem of power? 


[Dos Santos] I said a few momeuts ago that, in general, 
there are no more reasons. There are no ideological 
problems. There are no political problems to resolve, 
because they were resolved in the Lusaka Protocol and 
in subsequent agreements I reached with Dr. Jonas 
Savimbi. It is possible that some groups have interests, 
particularly financial and economic interests, because of 
diamond or arms traffic. But there are neither political 
nor idenlogical reasons to continue the war. Differences 
will alw. ,'s exist between political parties, which have 
different views and objectives, but that is no reason for 
continued war. 


[Correspondent] Mr. President, you recently sent back to 
South Africa the men of Executive Outcomes. You also 
confined your special police. Do you believe UNITA 
has not responded to these overtures? To what extent 
do you hold Dr. Savimbi personally responsible for the 
slow rate in confining troops? 
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[Dos Santos} Well, you gentlemen of the press know | 
visited the United States last December. We sull vividly 
remember the visit because of the fraternal and warm 
welcome we received, as well as because of the way 
we discussed all problems of common interest — that 
is the peace process and biltateral relations. During the 
visit, a number of pledges were publicly made in order 
to reactivate the peace process, which was expenencing 
many difficulties because of a military operation carned 
out in Soyo region for strategic reasons. | must say that 
all pledges made during the visit were implemented 
These include the withdrawal of government troops 
from the areas in dispute in Soyo, the release of 
prisoners, the beginning of the confinement of Rapid 
Intervention Police, the sending of government military 
units to the nearest barracks, the return to South Africa 
of military experts from the Executive Outcomes, and 
$0 ON. 


After this visit, a government delegation visited 
Bailundo to relaunch the peace process. It held detailed 
talks with a UNITA delegation and some conclusions 
were reached. Implementing those agreements would 
mean a resumpvon of the implementation of the 
Lusaka Protocol. These agreements have not been fully 
implemented, and the process continues stagnant. 


The Joint Commission — I mean the mediators and 
observers — drew up a timetable for the rigorous im- 
plementation of those agreements. This timetable was 
approved by both the government and UNITA. This is 
the timetable we are now implementing. The govern- 
ment has carried out all its obligations, in accordance 
with this timetable. We are now waiting for UNITA to 
Carry Out its tasks under the protocol. Its main task 1s 
the simultaneous confinement in four areas chosen by 
the Joint Commission. 


This confinement process, which should have begun on 
15 January, seems to be well behind schedule. At least 
it did not begin on 15 January, as was expected. We do 
not even know whether it has yet begun. | believe that 
it has not yet started. 


What was the second part of your question? 


[Correspondent] Whether you will hold Dr. Savimty 
personally to blame when you meet? 


[Dos Santos] The meeting that was scheduled to take 
place on 20 January has been postponed at UNITA’s 
request. We are now considering a new date. We would 
not like to go to the meeting in an unfavorable political 
atmosphere. By then we would like the atmosphere 
surrounding the peace process to have been greatly 
eased. Thus, we have hope UNITA will make significant 
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steps foward in confining its troops in keeping with the 
timetable that UNITA approved and pledged to honor. 


(Correspondent) Mr. President, it is clear that control 
over diamonds is an important factor during this mo- 
ment of struggle. What is being done outside the po- 
litical sphere to resolve the issue of the control of dia- 
monds. 


(Dos Santos] Nothing is done outside the political 
sphere. The government has made some political, eco- 
nomic, and corporate decisions to reactivate diamond 
production in Lunda Norte and Lunda Sul Provinces. 
Measures were also adopted to reduce tension in those 
provinces. For that reason, during my visit to the United 
States, I suggested that the two Lundas should be demil- 
itarized. This proposal was then forwarded to the Joint 
Commission. We requested the U.S. assistance so the 
issue would receive due attention at the Joint Commis- 
sion. [end recording] 


Angola: UNITA Military Team Leaves for 
Bailundo; Talks Suspended 

MB1801194996 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1600 GMT 18 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} The meeting of the government 
and National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA] military delegations did not take 
place yesterday as scheduled, due to the absence of 
the UNITA delegation. The UNITA delegation led by 
General (Uwiu), deputy chief of staff of the Armed 
Forces for the Liberation of Angola, has left for 
Bailundo to attend the UNITA annual conference. 
The talks between government and UNITA military 
delegations resumed on 12 January after an interruption 
of about 40 days. The delegations are now discussing 
the formation of the Angolan Armed Forces and the 
resumption of the confinement of UNITA soldiers. 


On the confinement process, Journalist Paulo Rodrigues 
do Nascimento, UN Angola Verification Mission-3 
spokesman, yesterday confirmed to Angolan Press 
Agency that UNITA resumed the quartering of its 
soldiers in Vila Nova, Huambo Province. 


Botswana 
Botswana Government Allocates 1.7 Billion Pula 
for Development 
MB!501172296 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1110 GMT 15 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The government is reported to 
have signed a warrant of over 1.7 billion pula to imple- 
ment various development projects in the National De- 
velopment Pian 8 and the District Development Plan 5S. 
This was announced by the assistant minister of finance 
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and development planning, Mr. Lesedi Mothibamele, 
when addressing a series of council meetings in Kgala- 
gadi recently. Mr. Mothibamele said the money will 
be used to implement projects such as schools, hospi- 
tals, infrastructure and water development throughout 
the country. He said these projects will create employ- 
ment for Batswana. 


Turning to productivity Mr. Mothibamele called on 
residents to be more productive in their work, saying 
this will help to lift up the country’s economy. He said 
the government is concerned about productivity, adding 
that some public officers are not productive because 
they spend too much time on the phone talking to their 
friends instead of helping customers. Mr. Mothibamele 
said conditions of service in the public service do not 
allow public officers to misuse telephones. He said most 
public officers are being paid for hours they have not 
worked, adding that such public officers preferred to 
complain than to do their work. 


On tourism, Mr. Mothibamele said tourism has been 
identified as the next engine of economic growth, as 
minerals can no longer be relied upon. He said tourism 
can generate a lot of revenue for the country, unlike 
other countries where wildlife has not been preserved. 
He called on Batswana to give more emphasis to game 
farming than cattle farming. 


Lesotho 


Lesotho Receives Condolences From France, U.S., 
Others 


MB1801195396 Maseru Radio Lesotho in English 
1600 GMT 18 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The president of the Republic 
of France, His Excellency Mr. Jacques Chirac, has 
sent a message of condolence to the royal family, the 
government and the people of Lesotho, on the death of 
His Majesty King Moshoeshoe II. President Chirac said 
when he met His Majesty at a UNESCO conference in 
Paris recently he appreciated the king's higher qualities 
and the prominent role he played in the strengthening 
of the friendly relations existing between Lesotho and 
France. 


Other international messages of condolence have been 
received from the Embassy of the United States in 
Maseru; the Japanese foreign minister, Mr. Yukihiko 
Ikeda; the honorary consulate general of the Kingdom 
of Lesotho in the Netherlands; the United Nations Food 
and Agricultural Organization representative in Maseru; 
the Australian embassy in Cape Town; the German am- 
bassador in Pretoria, who is accredited to Lesouno; the 
Swedish Embassy in Gaborone; the director general of 
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UNESCO; and the Southern African Regional Commis- 
sion for the Conservation and Utilization of the Soil. 


Madagascar 
Madagascar TV Station To Broadcast Using 
Russian Satellite 


EA1701144396 Antananarivo Radio Nationale 
Malagasy Network in Malagasy 1600 GMT 16 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) It will be possible once again 
to receive television broadcasts in all the provinces 
from 17 January onwards. It will be possible to watch 
Malagasy Television programs live. Documents related 
to this were signed on 15 January in Moscow between 
Officials of the Russian firm (Intersputnik) and the 
head of Malagasy National Radio and its technical 
director, Mr. (Simon Sevambony) and Mr. Frederic 
Razanampamonjy, respectively. 


We will use a different satellite, (Satexpress 2). The 
Russians also agreed that we could use the satellite free 
of charge until the end of January. [passage omitted] 


It was also agreed in Moscow that the TV pictures will 
be received daily between 1400 GMT and 2000 GMT, 
except on Sunday when they can be received from 0900 
GMT. The Malagasy delegates are now in Paris, looking 
for ways of improving the Malagasy National Radio 
stauon. 


Mozambique 


German Group Wants Money Donated to 
Mozambican Opposition Back 


MB1801063096 Maputo IMPARCIAL in Portuguese 
10 Jan 96 p 3 


[FBIS Translated Text) Everything indicates that the 
disappearance of the Frederich Ebert Foundation’s do- 
nation to the Extra Parliamentary Forum [FEP] to fi- 
nance some of its activities may discredit FEP and 
even cause its disintegration. While the forum's leaders 
exchange accusations, the Fnederich Ebert Foundation 
wants its money by 12 January. The decision is irrevo- 
cable. 


At stake are 65 million meticais that should be re- 
turned, and the main suspect is Alberto Manhique, FEP 
Technical Secretariat coord:nator and adviser to the La- 
bor Party president. The list of those involved includes 
Lourenco Juma of the Democratic Renewal Party, PRD. 
Paulo Nene of the Mozambican National Union [Un- 
amo], and Nuvunga of the Mozambican Nationalist 
Movement-Mozambican Social Democratic Party. How- 
ever, Maximo Dias denies that his party official 1s in- 
volved in the fraud, saying Manhique is the potential 
culprit. 
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FEP President Padimbe Kamati says 30 million meticais 
were recovered from the accused, although with diffi- 
culty, and the FEP used another 10 million meticais. A 
total of 25 million meticais are still missing, which Al- 
berto Manhique tned to justify to the Fnedench Ebert 
Foundation with false receipts. The fraud was detected 
by the German organization following an inquiry. 


Padimbe Kamati says Albert Manhique began by doc- 
toring the FEP document that contained the amount of 
the donation, fraudulently withdrawing 25 million met- 
icais that have not yet been recovered. 


The case has already been reported to the Criminal 
Investigation Police. Kamati notes that Manhique has 
not been cooperating to help locate the missing money, 
and he warned that stringent measures will be taken 
against the FEP coordinator, including the confiscation 
of his property. The money was meant to pay for 
expenses of yet another FEP seminar scheduled to be 
held in the city of Quelimane, Zambezia Province, in 
December 1995. That seminar was canceled. 


Mozambique: Renamo Official Reports Police 
Misbehavior 


MB1901073496 Maputo DOMINGO in Portuguese 
17 Dec 95 pS 


[Report by Mario Mabunda] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Francisco Marcelino, 
Mozambique ‘ational Resistance [Renamo] secretary 
general, has sad in Maputo that Renamo members 
and supporters are being sidelined and discriminated 
against when it comes to national social and economic 
development acuon. 


Addressing a news conference on the outcome of the 
meeting between Prime Minister Pascoal Mocumhi 
and the Renamo leadership, Marcelino said his party 
hed presented a report on alleged acts of indiscipline 
by State Information and Security Service, SISE, and 
Republic of Mozambique Police. PRM, agents against 
Renamo supporters. 


The report cited discrimination when it comes to provid- 
ing financing and loans tor development projects, and 
it criticized the performance of the SISE and the PRM, 
saying it includes inumidation, killing people at will, 
and acts of revenge against Renamo members. 


DOMINGO asked the Renamo secretary general 
whether concrete evidence had been presented to Pnme 
Minister Mocumbi, to which he replied: “We are only 
aware of the tact that SISE and the PRM are guilty of 
those acts of indiscipline. We did not produce concrete 
evidence to the prime minister, but we are gathering 1! 
and we intend to produce it when it 1s opportune.” 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
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Commenting on Renamo's complaints to the prime 
minister, Tarcisio Gemusse, Democratic Union [Palmo, 
Panade, and Panamo] spokesman in the Assembly of the 
Republic, said Renamo is making accusations [words 
indistinct) behavior is Causing a bad atmosphere that 
can only harm the democratization process,” Gemusse 
explained. [passage omitted] 


Mozambique: ‘Grievances’ in Independent Media 
Discussed 


MB1801105396 Maputo TEMPO in Portuguese 
7 Jan 96 p 14-18 


(Report by Anselmo Titos] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mediacoop (a cooperative 
that includes SAVANA, MEDIAFAX, and INVIEW) 
journalists are on a “war footing” with their "bosses" 
because the latter have not honored their pledge to re- 
view salaries for more than 18 months. The situation 
stems from the fact that the cooperative’s “owners” as a 
whole have systematically borrowed money from (their) 
Mediacoop, now amounting to about 285 million meti- 
cais. Naita Ussene, chairman of the cooperative’s Man- 
agement Council, has denied it, saying that “we have no 
‘secret fund’ to fulfill the pledge to review salaries quar- 
terly,” and mentioned the possibility of drawing state 
funds to resolve the problem. But in terms of the law, 
no state funds can be drawn because Mediacoop is a 
private institution, or rather an “independent” one. Our 
Mediacoop colleagues will have to wait a little longer, 
and in the meantime labor for love. [passage omitted] 


Interviewed on condition that their identity would not 
be disclosed, SAVANA, MEDIAFAX, and INVIEW 
reporters also said they do not understand how a 
newspaper could be the stage for human rights abuses. 
They added: “We are in the forefront when it comes to 
demands for social justice in public institutions, but that 
does not apply to Mediacoop where a journalist earns 
about 300,000 meticais.” [passage omitted] 


At Mediacoop, a journalist's salary is based on his 
experience, regardless of his level of education. Says a 
Mediacoop reporter: “That means someone with primary 
education earns much more than one who has a master’s 
degree. The latter has to cope with the salary of a guard.” 
He added: "I believe that the number of years does not 
necessarily entail quality work.” [passage omitted] 


An apprentice at Mediacoop earns just more than 
300,000 meticais and a junior reporter slightly more than 
500,000 meticais. The salary earned by the so-called 
“old monkeys” is something Mozambicans do not envy 
either because “they pay us just more than | million 
meticais, but in the end we only keep about 600,900 
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meticais since the cooperative deducts 30 percent from 
our salaries.” [passage omitted] 


Another issue that worries Mediacoop pressmen [pre- 
ceding word in English] is the editorials and the front- 
page stories in SAVANA and MEDIAFAX. They make 
gross accusations against the government, blaming it for 
inflation in the country while turning a blind eye on the 
appalling salary conditions of those working for Media- 
coop. A Mediacoop journalist stressed: “The Mediacoop 
“bosses” only see injustice in other media outlets. You 
will recall that we have been hitting on TVM, DIARIO 
DE MOCAMBIQUE, the MOZAMBIQUE INFORMA- 
TION AGENCY, and the News Media Institute.” 


Asked to comment on the salary situation in Mediacoop, 
Naita Ussene was evasive, saying: "We do not have a 
secret fund, and if we had a lot of money we would 
be paying salaries higher than any other news media 
outlet.” Naita Ussene did not explain the reasons for the 
“depletion” of the coveted "secret fund,” and denied that 
he and his colleagues borrowed 285 million meticais 
from the cooperative. Ussene said he had never heard 
journalists talking about salaries and possible “revolts.” 
[passage omitted] 


Since Mediacoop “bosses” pretend to ignore the con- 
sequences of inflation, the cooperative’s journalists 
planned a strike for January, but unfortunately “one of 
us (poor chap, he is so thin) dared to gossip about our 
grievances with the ‘bosses.’ Our salary demands went 
down the drain." SAVANA, Mediacoop, and INVIEW 
journalists said once the “bosses” heard about the griev- 
ances, they immediately placated workers, promising 
them a 20 percent increase in January, retroactive to 
December 1995. 


Mediacoop journalists say all their employers did was to 
ease the tension because it is expected that Mediacoop 
will break apart at the seams at any moment. Others 
claim that Mediacoop “bosses” might have to appear in 
a labor court for failing to comply with the terms of 
the contracts they signed. Said a reporter: "I work as a 
slave, but one day I will take the matter to court. We 
cannot bear it.” 


TEMPO has learned that MEDIAFAX editor Carlos 
Cardoso did his best to ensure a 50-percent salary in- 
crease, but he did not succeed because other Mediacoop 
members did not want to hear his views. 


“Disgruntled” Mediacoop members revealed that the co- 
operative’s “owners” earn more than 2 million meticais, 
pius allowances. TEMPO has learned that Mediacoop 
members borrowed about 285 million meticais to buy 
personal effects, but did not have the dignity to pay for 
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them because they own the company. Mediacoop re- 
porters revealed that their "bosses" have bought houses 
and other luxury goods with that money. Meanwhile, 
“we are paying our share with great sacrifice.” 


interviewed by TEMPO feel that ever since 
they realized that their bosses were “unwilling” to adjust 
their salaries for inflation, there has been a proportionate 
decline in investigative work and, therefore, a reduction 
in monthly news reports. [passage omitted] 
Naita Ussene said he is not aware that reporters’ 
productivity has declined. He stressed that “we have 
maintained a circulation of between 18,000 and 20,000 
copies that sell for 3,000 meticais or 3,500 meticais 
each, depending on the area.” He saic Mediacoop will 
continue to pay salaries according to one’s ability and 
not one’s education. 


Mediacoop: EU’s ‘Bootlicker’ 


SAVANA, MEDIAFAX, and INVIEW reporters say 
they face an embarrassing situation because their chiefs 
are constantly asking for sponsorships from nongovern- 
mental organizations and international institutions, no- 
tably embassies and development agencies. The re- 
porters see this as contrary to the principle of indepen- 
dence that must reign in a news media outlet. 


The reporters pointed their fingers in particular at the EU 
because it is always sponsoring seminars promoted by 
Mediacoop. They say the seminars are designed to raise 
“crumbs” of dollars that are shared afterward among 
senior journalists, who, in view of their experience, are 
in demand from other news media outlets that promise 
them good salaries. 


The latest seminar sponsored by the EU — the [words 
indistinct] discussed the national anthem, Mozam- 
bique’s flag, and the Mozambican Constitution as a 
pretext to raise a few dollars they used to ‘buy drinks’ 
for journalists to keep them on board.” 


Mediacoop reporters say it does not make sense to pro- 
mote seminars on labor conditions while pretending that 
everything is running smoothly at their workplace. Like- 
wise, they promote “workshops” [preceding word in 
English} calling for a review of the country’s Consti- 
tution, but they are the ones who do not comply with 
promises to review salaries. 

One reporter was sarcastic: “Mediacoop owners ask the 
EU for sponsorships. When the EU gives it, they lick 
its boots, but when it does not, they cry.” 
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Mediacoop Members Quarrel 


Mediacoop’s working philosophy, as reported by a 
group of the cooperative’s journalists, can be described 
as follows: 


It is difficult to really understand who among Media- 
Coop members is sensitive to workers’ problems. Today 
one of them might look as if he pays attention to re- 
porters, but tomorrow he will be the first to get them in 
trouble. Those who seem insensitive to reporters’ prob- 
lems might turn out to be humane or merely a spectator. 


The truth is that for some time now there have been 
many quarrels among Mediacoop members, so much so 
that Fernando Lima resigned from the cooperative in 
1995. Other cooperative members did their best to keep 
him on board so as to avoid the shame. 


The disputes have been over the way cooperative funds 
are used, notably how members can benefit from credit 
facilities, repayment conditions, review of salaries for 
reporters, and other workers normally referred to as 
junior staff. 


Another reason for disputes among Mediacoop members 
is because lately some of them have disagreed with the 
editorial line that is very critical of the government, 
which does not comply with the adjective independent 
that appears in SAVANA’'sS logo. 


Swaziland 


Swazi Prime Minister Sends Condolences to Lesotho 


MB1601191096 Mbabane Radio Swaziland Network 
in English 1600 GMT 16 Jan 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} The prime minister, Prince 
Mbilini, has sent condolences to Her Majesty the 
regent, the royal family, government, and the people 
of the Kingdom of Lesotho following the untimely 
death of His Majesty, King Moshoeshoe II. King 
Moshoeshoe died yesterday in a road accident in the 
Maluti mountains. 


A statement from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs quoted 
the prime minister, praying that the almighty God 
comforts and consoles the Basotho nation, and at the 
same time inspires the nation to stick together in this 
hour of sadness and national joss. Prince Mbilini sent 
the condolences on behalf of His Majesty, King Mswati 
ITI, the Indlovukati [queen mother), government, and the 
people of the Kingdom of Swaziland. 


culliied dthen aumieain dl ta cone Copying and dissemination 
without permission of the copynght owners. 


FBIS-AFR-96-013 
19 January 1996 


Swazi Prime Minister Linked To Allocation of 
Land ‘Scandal’ 

MBI701113296 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 17 Jan 96 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Nimrod Mabuza] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Matsapha — Prime Minis- 
ter Prince Mbilini has been linked to a scandal involving 
the allocation of plots to families that were displaced by 
the Mbabane\Manzini highway. 


The families were moved from Logoba outside Manzini 
and settled at a place known as Mahlabatsini along the 
road to Nhlangano. Prince Mbilini allegedly authorized 
the allocation of plots even to undeserving families who 
were in no way affected by the road as their homes were 
not, legally or otherwise, previously settled at Logoba. 


This he allegedly did while he was still Minister 
of Works and Construction, a position he held until 
September 1993. At the top of the list of "unknown or 
undeserving’ families who obtained land is a company, 
registered as Moyamunye Investment and owned by a 
son to Prince Mbilini, Mr Sandile Dlamini. 


Mr Dlamini, according to records made available to the 
Times, was the owner of a plot recorded as No. B 10. 


It has not been established if Mr Dlamini was compen- 
sated for any property taken by the road project. The 
government spent about E36 million (emalangeni) in 
compensation for the families affected by the highway. 


According to records, at least 45 families were compen- 
sated and allocated land illegally by government (Min- 
istry of Works and Construction). 


One of these alleged illegal homes belong to Senior 
Clerk of Works Vusi Musa Dlamini who ‘owned’ plot 
No. R8. Diamini has been arrested for the theft of public 
funds by false claims that his property was affected by 
the highway. He was responsible for the re-allocation 
of displace families and was working closely with the 
property evaluators, Christian Amoako and Company. 
Manzini Regional Secretary, Mr O.K. Dlamini con- 
firmed that the re-allocation of the families was marred 
by corruption. [passage omitted] 

‘Alarming’ Influx of Refugees Into Swaziland 


Reported 


MB1701190096 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 17 Jan 96 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Albert Masango]) 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — Swaziland is 
now experiencing an alarming influx of refugees from 
West Africa. This was disclosed yesterday by the Head 
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of the Refugee Department in the Ministry of Home 
Affairs Priscilla Shabangu. She said most of the refugees 
come through Lomahasha border between Swaziland 
and Mozambique and most of them are from Somalia, 
Burundi and Rwanda. 


She said !2si Friday a single group of i9 people said 
to be Somalians with 50 others from various countries 
surrendered themselves to the police in Lomahasha. 


Miss Shabangu expressed concern that the refugee 
influx was on the increase as of last December. She 
said during the Christmas season a lot of people seeking 
refugee status came in through Lomahasha border and 
Matsapha International Airport. She explained that at 
present her office is working day and night carrying out 
interviews on these refugees. 


As the Times conducted the interview with her yes- 
terday more than 50 refugees were randomly counted 
waiting outside her office to be interviewed. Some of 
the refugees were seen with their luggage and among 
them was a single family of nine including seven chil- 
dren father and mother. 


Miss Shabangu said that Malindza Reception Centre 
was now being over flooded with refugees and this is 
posing a great problem. She explainew ‘sat her office and 
that of the UNHCR is worried about this new situation 
in that after the repatriation of the Mozambicans more 
than two years ago there was just « small number of 
refugees left. She said the staff in the clinic with the 
camp were removed because they had nothing to do in 


the camp. 


She said presently her office has to everyday organise 
transport from the government pool to transport the 
refugees to Siteki and Manzini hospitals when they are 
sick. Miss Shabangu said unlike the Mozambicans, most 
of the new types of refugees from other parts of Africa 
are sickly and weak and need frequent medical attention. 
Since they cannot be attended to at the camp they have 
to be taken to other hospitals in Manzini and Siteki. 


Swazi King’s Household ‘Squandering’ Money on 
Shopping Sprees 


MB1801083396 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 18 Jan 96 pp 1, 32 


[Report by Nimrod Mabuza] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Mbabane — Members of 
the King’s immediate household were involved in the 
squandering of about E120,000 [emalangeni] in public 
funds for shopping sprees and hotel bills in the financial 
year up to 1994. 
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The money was drawn from the budget of the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs, specifically from the Swaviland 
Trade Mission and the High Commission in Johannes- 
burg and Pretoria respectively. 


According to informed government sources about 
E63,000 was drawn first from the Trade Mission in 
Johannesburg. Another amount of over E60,000 was 
later exhausted from the High Commission in Pretoria. 
The sources said the money was given to the Royal 
family members after the free-spending Swazi National 
Treasury, responsible for Royal finances, was contacted 
and gave its consent. 


“The Swazi Nationa! Treasury undertook to reimburse 


the money but des} .te repeated reminders, it has not 
done so,” said the sources. 


The sources said the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is still 
trying to recover the money from the Swazi National 
Treasury. The Swazi National Treasury has referred 
enquiries to the Chief Officer in the King’s Office, Mr 
Andreas Fakudze who is on leave. 


The Principal Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Mr Mduduzi 
Magongo declined to comment because the relevant 
Officers are away on leave. 

Also from the High Commission in Pretoria, a mini- 
bus was lost during the same year under mysterious 
circumstances. The Isuzu Relay 2000 was valued at 
about E90,000. 


Swaziland’s Mining Export Revenue Increases by 
7.7 Percent 


MB1801100096 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 18 Jan 96 p 10 


[Report by Adesola Diamini] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) For the second successive year, 
the mining sector performed on an upward pattern with 
export revenue increasing by 7.7 percent to reach E98.7 
million [emalangeni). 


According to the Business Year Book, this improvement 
is despite a fairly sharp drop in asbestos production 
while the upward trend is attributable to the new 
Maloma Coal Mine becoming fully operative. 


It said that asbestos remained the greater export earner at 
64 percent of revenue, with diamond accounting for 26 
percent and coal at 10 percent. It said the sharp drop in 
asbestos is due to the temporary closure of the Bulembu 
Mine while reduced coal production is the result of the 


Mpaka Coal mine ceasing production. 


It said that the production of asbestos declined by 20.3 
percent to total 26.988 MT [metric tonnes). 
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"However, this mineral continued to be the mining 
sector’s main revenue with sales amounting to E56.6 
million against E61.6 million the previous year,” it said. 


The publication said this proportionally small decrease 
is due to higher increase in international prices coupled 
with low value of the lilangeni. 


It said that the country’s main asbestos markets ave the 
Far and Middle East, Europe and Africa. It pointed out 
that the only local users of the fibre is the manufacturer 
of brakes and clutches, whose sales have also dropped 
during the last year. 


It said that exploration to identify further asbestos 
reserves in the area continued as the present mine is 
expected to be depleted in 1998 and government has 
been asked to sanction further surveys. 


“Some concern has been expressed regarding the future 
of the country’s asbestos industry,” it said. 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbalh we: UP’s Muzorewa Calls for Ejection of 
President Mugabe 


MB1701125296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1058 GMT 17 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Harare Jan 17 SAPA — Zim- 
babwe's opposition United Parties (UP) presidential 
candidate, retired Bishop Abel Muzorewa, on Wednes- 
day said the ejection of ruling ZANU [Zimbabwe 
African National Union] PF [Patriotic Front) leader 
Robert Mugabe as president was the only solution to 
hardships being faced by Zimbabweans, ZIANA [ZIM- 
BABWE INTER-AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY] news 
agency reported. 

Muzorewa told journalists at a news conference Mugabe 
and ZANU PF had succeeded only in instilling fear 
among the people. He described ZANU PF’s assumption 
of power at independence in 1980 as “the abortion of 


our independent nationhood”. 


"The abortion is banally evident in all essential areas of 
our life —— the economy, social ethos, political freedom, 
health care and education,” said Muzorewa, who was 
prime minister of the short-lived Zimbabwe Rhodesia 
government of 1979. 


He said the nation was left groaning in the present 
economic predicament, adding that the country had been 
thrown into deep economic waters and was now failing 
to pull itself out. Because of these problems, he was 
compelled to come hack into politics. 


“If Mugabe had ’ lead Zimbabwe and give it 
true freedom and | y, | would not be in this place 
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today to mobilise my fellow Zimbabweans for change,” 
he said. 

Muzorewa said the government had “mutilated” the 
constituticn through the Electoral Act to sit the ruling 
party's quest for a one-party state. “This has become an 
evil document effective in depriving the electorate of 
Zimbabwe of their freedom of choice and association, 
he said. 

He expressed optimism about his chances of winning 
the presidential elections to be held in two months. 


Zimbabwe: Government Reportedly Barring Media 
Reports on Opposition 

MB1801203596 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 18 Jan 96 


{From the “Focus on A ‘tica" program) 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] With only a few months to 
go before presidential elections in Zimbabwe, it seems 
the government of Robert Mugabe is determined to 
keep opposition voices off the national media. There 
are reports that Zimbabwe's broadcasting has been told 
to be wary of reporting on the activities of certain 
prominent outspoken opponents of the government. 
From Harare, Ana Ombima reports: 


{Ombima)] It is reported that journalists of the Zimbabwe 
Broadcasting Corporations [ZBC] have been instructed 
to refer any stories about ihree particular individuals to 
their immediate bosses. According to the only major 
independent newspaper in Zimb: : ve, the FINANCIAL 
GAZETTE, a circular has been issued to ZBC staff 
which tells them to pass on all the stories on politicians 
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Margaret Dongo and (Lawrence Medewe) and also 
on businessman (Clive Masiyiwa). These three have 
recently challenged the government and won. Margaret 
Dongo is the outspoken independent MP who beat 
ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African National Union-Pairiotic 
Front] in the recent by-election. (Lawrence Medewe) 
also won as an independent the post of executive mayor 
in the city of Mutari. (Clive Masiyiwa) is the chairman 
of (name indistinct) holdings company, which took the 
government to court over its supposed monopoly of 
cellular phones. The high court ruled in his favor and 
at the same time made a stinging attack on the state- 
owned phone company. The ZBC director general is 
out of town at the moment, and no one else at the 
corporation would officially comment on these claims. 
But the FINANCIAL GAZETTE says that it has a copy 
of the circular, and journalists inside the ZBC have 
confirmed its existence. The Union of Journalists has 
urged its members at the state broadcasting corporation 
to continue reporting on these three people. The ZBC is 
the country’s only broadcasting company with two TV 
channels and four radio stations, and of late it has been 
running stories about these victories over ZANU-PF. If 
the ZBC wants io remove these independent voices from 
the air wave, it may reflect the current wave of media 


clampdown. 


Last weekend, the police seized parts of an unfinished 
film based on Zimbabwe's liberation war after com- 
plaints from the influential War Veterans Associations. 
The Board of Censors is still reviewing a rough ver- 
sion of the film to see whether some of the objections 
(against) it are valid. 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and disseminabon| 
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Nigeria 


Nigerian Opposition in U.S. Claims Responsibility 
for Plane Crash 

AB1901101596 London BBC World Service 

in English 0630 GMT 19 Jan 96 


(From the “Network Africa” program hosted by Rick 
Wells} 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] An unknown group calling it- 
self the United Front for Nigeria’s Liberation [UFNL] 
has claimed responsibility for last night's plane crash 
near Kano ia which 14 people, including General 
Abacha’s eldest son, were killed. However, the cause 
of the crash of the presidential jet has not yet been 
established and no official statement has been made. 
Kayode Fayemi is a Nigerian journalist based in Lon- 
don, who is also a representative of \ ve Campaign for 
Democracy in Nigeria. I asked him what he made of the 
U.S.-announced claims of sabotage: 


[Begin recording) [Fayemi)} For one, I have never heard 
of this group, the UFNL, but it doesn’t really matter 
what they are called. I think it is the dimension this 
brings into the whole crisis. People have always argued 
that a peaceful solution could be found out of this, but 
if indeed some people were responsible for it, then it 
adds a very, very worrying dimension to it. 


{Wells} Whoever this group are who have claimed 
responsibility for the crash, what effect do you think 
it is likely to have on the military regime? 


[Fayemi} It is difficult to pinpoint exactly how they 
might react. One way they might react is to increase the 
repressive mode that has always been in existence in the 
country, but ultimately violence begets violence. If the 
regime continues to use such measures, | would imagine 
that Nigeria is such a vast land, these people would also 
continue to do what they consider necessary, it is just 
going to be a case of mutually assured destruction. 


{Wells} I suppose some members of the opposition in 
Nigeria — opposition to the military regime — might 
be quite pleased at Abacha’s misfortune, what is the 
view of Campaign for Democracy? 


[Fayemi] Absolutely not. The Campaign for Democracy 
is not pleased at any spiralling orgy of violence. We 
have always insisted on a peaceful resolution of the 
crisis in Nigeria, we have always argued that this is 
possible if Gen. Abacha and the military regime would 
engage the opposition in a genuine dialogue. So we 
cannot be happy about what has happened, but we do 
understand why some people who think the moderate 
voices have failed would embark on these kind of 
measures. 
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[Wells] So what do we know about his son? 


[Fayemi]} Well, he is the eldest son, as | understand, of 
Gen. Abacha. Apart from that, he is widely known in 
the media circles in Nigeria as the business frontman for 
Gen. Abacha. He is the chief executive this American- 
owned (Transair Airlines). He is well connected ‘o other 
business interests of the general, so this is quiic a blow 
to the family. [end recording) 


Nigeria’s UN Envoy Gambari on Country’s Foreign 
Image 

AB1501214796 Lagos NTA Television Network 

in English 2000 GMT 13 Jan 96 


[Interview with Professor Ibrahim Gambari, Nigeria's 
ambassador and permanent representative to the United 
Nations by NTA correspondent Cyril Stoba — live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} {Stoba] I'm being joined now 
by Nigeria's ambassador ap‘ permanent representative 
to the United Nations, Prof. iorahim Gambari. Ambas- 
sador, you are welcome to our studios. 


{Gambari} Thank you very much indeed, it’s a pleasure. 


[Stoba] Well, in view of recent happenings, would 
you say you are bothered by Nigeria's image in the 
international community? 


[Gambari] Well, clearly, the very fact that a resolution 
was brought up against Nigeria in the General Assembly 
of the United Nations is not something that one can 
rejoice about, considering the enormous contribution 
which my country, Nigeria, has made to the goals and 
objectives of the United Nations. Nonetheless, | think 
we have to put that into perspective, and I rernind all 
my colleagues in the United Nations and elsewhere that 
you have to look at the totality of Nigeria's contribution 
to this organization since we became a member 35-36 
years ago. 


[Stoba] Well, at the end of this two-year term as member 
of the Security Council, would you share some of your 
experiences? 


[Gambari] Well, the high points of our membership 
was thal, twice, we became president of the Security 
Council, which is not quite usual. Most members of the 
Security Council have only one term as president. We 
were president of the Security Council when Mandela 
was clected president, and I went to South Africa to 
present the letter of congratulation on behalf of the 
Security Council to the new president of South Africa, 
and that also coincided with my tenure as chairman of 
the Special Committee Against Apartheid. That was a 
high point. 
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The other high point was that during the tenure of 
Nigeria as president in May last year, we removed the 
last sanciions against South Africa, the arms embargo. 
Also a third high point was when we voted — we got 
the Security Council to agree — to increase the force 
level of UNAMIR [UN Assistance Mission in Rwanda], 
the UN peacekceping force in R wanda to 5,500 so that 
we Can save more lives in Rw2uda. The low points, of 
course, was that we lad a situation whereby the Security 
Council had to reduce the force level in UNAMIR in 
Rwanda to 270 which could have saved.... [Gambari 
pauses} I mean if we hadn't done tiat we would have 
saved a lot more lives there. 


I think the experience overall is that it is important for 
Nigeria to be in the Security Councii. We can promote 
our interests very well there. We can also articulate and 
defend African interests much more effectively when 
we are inside the Council than when we are outside it. 


[Stoba] Well, Ambassador, the United Nations and 
some of its agencies have always come under criticism 
for what is termed double standards. We look at 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and Rwanda-Burundi. Also on the 
economic front, we look at debt rescheduling and the 
question of sanctions. Would you elaborate on this? 


[Gambari] Clearly, that is why when you are in the 
Security Council you have a duty and responsibility as 
Africa to work against the application of these double 
standards. Let me give two quick examples. There 
was a resolution to adjust the mandate of UNOMIL 
[UN Observer Mission in Liberia], which is the UN 
peacekeeping force in Liberia which is a small force, 
and we were going to make a minor adjustment to 
its mandate to take account of the progress that was 
made in the Abuja agreement. It took two weeks 
before that resolution was passed, but when it came 
to Bosnia-Herzegovina, then a major shift from a UN 
peacekeeping force to an international implementation 
force — I think the resolution itself went into 37 
paragraphs — we were given the resolution on a 
Thursday, and we were obliged to pass it, of course, 
on Friday the next day. 


When you look at the resources that was consumed 
by UNProfor [UN Protection Force in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina], $5 million per day, whereas the entire 
amount that was required for UNOMIL in Liberia 
was $25 million, just five days of UNprofor. Also, 
whenever there are difficulties on the ground for UN 
peacekeeping forces in an African country, the first 
reaction or the tendency is to want to withdraw. Well, 
they've done that in Somalia, they are reluctant to go 
to Burundi but when it comes to things or areas that 
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are of concern to the Western powers, not only do they 
go ia, they go in with more resOuvcs and more people. 


[Stoba] Now, how can this be turned? How can this 
feeling be turned around? 


[Gambari] Well, I think one of the reasons why we are 
suffering from these double standards is that Africa is 
the only continent that does not have a permanent seat 
on the Security Council, therefore, we have nothing to 
bargain with. You see, if you have something to bargain 
with you tell them, if you don’t pay attention to our 
issue, we are not going to pay attention to your issue. 
I think it is very important to put this into context, and 
to make sure that Africa has a permanent seat in the 
Security Council. 


Secondly, that we must strengthen the General Assem- 
bly so that the General Assembly, where we are all rep- 
resented and we have the sovereign equality of member 
States, we must strengthen it so that it can be a coun- 
terweight to the tremendous influence exercised by the 
most powerful nations who are permanent members of 
the Security Council. 


[Stoba] Now, let’s look a little at Nigeria's foreign 
policy. You have suggested a redefining of objectives if 
Nigeria is to remain relevant in a changing world. What 
informs this? 


[Gambari] Well, first of all, Nigeria has changed since 
we became a member of the United Nations. Since 
Abubakar announced our foreign policy to the world 
body on October 7 1960, Africa has changed. The 
last former colony, Namibia, has become independent; 
apartheid is dead. Economic clout and economic devel- 
opment is [as heard] the new criteria for status in the 
world. Also when our foreign policy was first enunciated 
in 1960, we were operating in a world that was dom- 
inated by Cold War, where you have a bipolar world. 
Now, the Cold War is over, we now have one single 
super power. We have tremendous dominance of the 
system both economically and politically by the West. 


Now, we need to adjust our policy to take account of 
this changing nature of our own country, of Africa, and 
of the world, but that doesn’t mean to abandon the core 
principles, and the cardinal principles of our foreign 
policy because it is the continuity and the success of 
your achievements in the world that actually enhances 
your Capacity to be an important player in world affairs. 
So, it is a question of a continuous process of adjustment 
so that you take account of the changing realities both 
in your own home, in Africa, which is the primary 
environment of our foreign policy, and the world to 
which our foreign policy is directed. 


rely 
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[Stoba] Well, sume people have asked, must there be a 
shift when there is some crisis? 


{Gambari} Well, when you have a crisis that’s when 
you.... [pauses] Some things become dramatized. You 
know who your who your friends are, you know 
who your enemies are, you know those who are 
taking advantage of your difficulties. That is, in times 
of bilateral relations, yes, you may have to make 
adjustments but in times of crisis, you have to keep 
your nerves, and don't let the crisis situation or the 
emotions of the moment to pull you away from those 
enduring aspects of foreign policy which have worked 
{on} because Nigeria has had a record of achievements 
in foreign policy, in West Africa, in Africa, and at the 
United Nations. 


[Stoba] Well, tie’ to that is Nigeria's commitment of 
material and human resources to peacekeeping missions, 
and the eradication of certain systems like apartheid, but 
people are quick to say the beneficiaries of these efforts 
and these resources do not always stand by Nigeria in 
times of crisis. 

{Gambari} Well, | can understand that feeling but also, 
we must remember that even on this resolution that was 
put in the General Assembly against Nigeria, in spite of 
ali the jobby, in spite of all the pressures of the West, 
icy only got nine affirmative votes from Africa. I think 
that is ai important point which we must not lose sight 
of, and in that resolution, Namibia abstained, Angola 
abstained, Mozambique abstained, Tanzania abstained 
— even Swaziland abstained. So, we must not throw 
the baby out with the bath water but, nonetheless, we 
must take account of that. 


I want to make two small points too. Were we doing 
this for them or because it is in our interest to do so? 
Secondly, did we put any structures in place to tie our 
assistance, our efforts to some concrete benefit which is 
quantifiable, snd which we then measure against their 
future behavior? Final point, and this is very important: 
We did most of what we were doing because we felt 
it was in our interest to do so, also to prove that we 
are good Africans; we defend Africa's interests properly 
and vigorously, and we are good members of the United 
Nations, particularly in the area of peacekeeping. These 
are important facts that we can use in the future to 
demonstrate our... (Gambari pauses} To support our 
claim to be the authentic representativ f Africa, to 
be the defender of African interest, particularly when 
it comes to giving Africa the much desired permanent 
seat in a reformed and enlarged Security Council. 

[Stoba] Now, one area that has been responsible for 


most of the conflicts between the West and the devel- 
oping countries is in democratization and human rights, 
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but one is tempted to ask: How genuine are these con- 
cerns about democracy and human rights? 


[Gambari] Well, by accepting to be the 99th -nember 
of the United Nations, we have assumed certain obli- 
gations among which is the adherence to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, and I believe we are go- 
ing to keep to that, but what we are against is a se’ sctive 
definition of human rights and, worst of all, a selective 
application of human rights standards. This is wiat we 
are against, and this is what we feel must be changed 
because that is what makes the Wes! susceptible to the 
charge of double standards. If some countries are violat- 
ing human rights, it is okay but if others are doing their 
best to adhere tc [the] Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, then, of course, it is a problem. 


In any case, there is a line which must not be crossed 
between legitimate concerns for human rights under the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as agreed upon 
by the United Nations, and blatant interference in the 
internal affairs of member states because in the last 
experience of Nigeria, it became clear that for some 
countries, their concern was: Who governs Nigeria, 
how, and when? And I made the point that that, with 
all due respect, is the business of Nigerians. 


[Stoba] Well, this also goes back to having enough clout 
of the international body to effect changes like this, but 
then, conflicts in some developing countries sometimes 
have been fuelled by the support for certain factions, and 
this has often led to a deterioration of these conflicts. 
Results: The United Nations comes in again, and it is 
like a vicious circle. 

[Gambari] Well, we Africans must meet the challenge 
which is called the triple challenges of peace, that 
is peaceful resolution of conflicts, development, atu 
democratization, not because they ask us to democratize 
but because we feel it is in our interest to do so, 
and there is a coincidence of interests. Now, we must 
follow designs. If we do so, then Africa will become 
a credible actor in world affairs, as opposed to what is 
happening now, which is a threat, or even the reality 
of marginalization of Africa because of the end of the 
Cold War. 


[Stoba] Well, we are always tempted to ask this question 
over and over again: What are Nigeria's chances of 
getting a permanent seat on the Security Council? 


[Gambari] Well, I think if we put our house in order 
as we are in the process of doing, as we have been 
endeavoring to do all these years, and we still... [pauses] 
our economic and political health as a country, | do not 
see how the big powers can overlook Nigeria when 11 
comes to who has demonstrated capacity in the past to 
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defend Africa's interest, who has been a good member 
of the United Nations. 


We have paid our dues to the regular budget; we 
have paid our dues to the peacekeeping budget. Some 
important members of the 'Jnited Nations have not 
paid their dues accordingiy, so we have demonstrated 
Capacity. We have demonstrated willingness. We have 
a record of accomplishments. I do not see how they 
can overlook us if Africa is to have a permanent seat 
in a reformed and enlarged Security Council. The only 
thing I question is those who do not ‘vant us to be a 
permanent member, and we must not assume that they 
are just waiting to give this to us. We have to go and 
fight for us. So, those who do not want us to be there 
and to continue to defend Africa's interests, we must 
not give them any excuse to deny us that seat when the 
time comes. 


[Stoba] But while Nigeria might dictate the step in being 
in the forefront toward getting Africa's first time seat 
on the Security Council, Africa itself is fraught with all 
sorts of problems and conflicts. Some suggestions on 
how to go about resolving these conflicts threatening 
the continent? 


[Gambari] Absolutely, we must strengthen the capac- 
ity to try to resolve our conflicts ourselves. We must 
strengthen tae OAU capacity and mechanism for con- 
flicts resoluion, conflict p. vention, and conflict man- 
agement. We must seek economic integration seriously. 
In a world that is being increasingly dominated by eco- 
nomic giants like the European Union, like Japan, like 
China, like the Pacific Union, like the North American 
Free Trade Union, Africa cannot afford to continue to 
operate as if we can get economic salvation without our 
national boundaries. 


We must be willing to surrender part of our sovereignty 
for the greater good of Africa, and for the development 
of Africa. So, economic development at the national 
level, at the regional level, at the continental level, ought 
to be the primary focus because when you look at a 
lot of the conflicts in Africa, it is because we have a 
tremendous increase in population, and the development 
has not matched that. 


The annual rate of growth of population in Africa is bout 
3 percent. The growth of the economy in Africa is about 
1.5 percent. You do not need [words indistinct] to know 
that more and people are now fighting over a shrinking 
loaf of bread, if you can use analogy. So, if you want 
to prevent fighting, you must increase the size of the 
national bread, and the national cake, and the continental 
cake. That is one aspect. Then also, government must 
relate to the people so that the people will believe 
whichever government is there is their government, and 
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it will be difficult to overthrow a government which the 
people believe is their own. 

So, if we tackle the problems of good governance, if 
we tackle the pioblem of economic development or 
underdevelopment, if we tackle the problems of conflicts 
management, | think Africa will gain its class which 
was [words indistinct] at the hey day of the Cold War, 
which we now appear to lose or be losing because 
we now have, al the end of the Cold War, only one 
Super Power and the dominance of the West in the 
international system. 


Nigerian Minister Briefs Iranian Ambassador on 
Transition Timetable 


AB1201113096 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
0900 GMT 12 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The minister of information 
and culture, Dr. Walter Ofonagoro, says the Federal 
Government will not negotiate the transition timetable 
with any political or pressure group not mandated by 
the people. Dr. Walter Ofonagoro stated this in Abuja 
while exchanging views with the Iranian ambassador to 
Nigeria, Mr. Bahman Taherian-Mobarakeh, who paid 
him a farewell visi. 


The minister, who made reference to a report by a group 
of politicians on their recent summit for negotiation 
of the transition timetable with the government, said 
no group has the mandate to arrogate to itself such a 
posture. He maintained that the government would only 
enter into such negotiation with an organized and duly 
registered party. 


Earlier, the Iranian Ambassador, Mr. Taherian- 
Mobarakeh, had extended an invitation to the minister 
to visit his country for the signing of an agreement in 
cultural cooperation between Nigeria and Iran. 


Nigeria: Head of Reconciliation Committee 
Interviewed 

AB1501134596 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 13 Jan 96 


[Interview with Chief Alex Akinyele, chairman of the 
Nigerian National Reconciliation Committee, by Cyril 
Stoba on the “Tonight at Nine” program — live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The last three years have been 
stormy in the nation’s life. This period of transition 
may well be enhanced by a calming of the storm. This 
report by correspondent Felix Iwago is presented from 
our studios: 

[Begin Iwago recording] The head of state, General Sani 
Abacha, in his independence broadcast promised the na- 
tion to work toward genuine national reconciliation. The 
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(?weapons) to the reconciliation, the general said, are 
in a new power-sharing formula, new revenue formula, 
as well as the new federal-character commission. The 
head of statc, in fulfillment of this promise, set up on 
29 December last year a 13-man National Reconcilia- 
tion Committee led by Chief Alex Akinyele. The an- 
tecedent of the reconciliation committee was (?tracing) 
the post-civil war policy of reconciliation, rehabilitation, 
and reconstruction, the three [word indistinct) which 
were predicated [words indistinct] of General Gowon. 
However, the terms of reference of the reconciliation 
committee include ensuring ways of securing the par- 
ticipation of various interest groups in the transition pro- 
gram from the laid criteria for establishing dialogue with 
Nigerians at home and abroad with a view of encourag- 
ing them to participate fully in the transition program. 
{end recording} 


[Stoba] Here in the studio is Chief Alex Akinyele, 
chairman of the National Committee on Reconciliation. 
Chief, welcome to Tonight at Nine. 


[Akivvele] Thank you very much. It is a pleasure to be 
here. 


[Stoba] Well, since the inauguration, not much has been 
heard about this committee on reconciliation. 


{Akinyele} Thank you very much. We have been doing 
a lot. On the day the National Reconciliation Committee 
was inaugurated, | warned that most of our activities will 
not be found on the pages of the newspaper because 
it is a very delicate assignment. It is a diplomatic 
assignment. It is a national assignment. The more you 
hear of it on the newspapers, the chances are that we 
might be sabotaged so even though you are not reading 
much about it in the papers, we are doing something. 


{Stoba] Well, in the terms of reference, reconciliation 
should be both on domestic and international frontiers. 
Where is your starting point? 


[Akinyele] We want to look at it from the point of 
view of charity beginning at home. You see, if we have 
no problem here at home, there will be no adversaries 
across our borders. If we were able to reconcile very 
well here, we shall need little effort to be at peace 
with the international community. We are going to try 
our level best to make sure that we reconcile at home 
before we reconcile outside. | am aware that we have 
the mandate to reconcile all the people around here, 
and some Nigerians who have opted out because they 
are aggrieved, and some members of the international 
community that disagree with us, but basically we are 
going to make sure that we consolidate at home before 
we go out because even if we go out, and they discover 
that we have not done much here, they will not give us 
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attention. So, our credibility will, by and large, depend 
on how much we succeed here at home. 


{Stoba] Reconciliation is not exactly easy. You must 
begin to talk io people. So, how will this committee go 
about its work? What are the modalities? 


[Akinyele] Thank you very much. We will talk to 
people. Already, we have targeted about 19 sections of 
the people we have talked to but I do not want to tell 
you all here because we want to keep it to ourselves 
but there is no section of the Nigerian society that we 
feel aggrieved that we do not want to speak to. You see, 
when we are talking of reconciliation we have to ensure 
that everybody is brought back to the fold to feel that he 
belongs to Nigeria. Those who are apathetic to whatever 
government is doing, they begin to have interest in what 
government is doing. They begin to repose confidence 
in government. So, we will talk to every segment, we 
know them. So, we will talk to everybody. Nobody is 
going to be ignored. 


[Stoba] Which brings about the question of the compo- 
sition of this committee. Some people have said those 
who are aggrieved were not part of this committee and 
that’s an important segment that should be. What do 
you see? 


{Akinyele} Incidentally, that criticism does not hold wa- 
ter. | read it. It came from Alhaji Balarabe Musa !Na- 
tional Democratic Coalition member]. He is expecting 
that some aggrieved people should be members of our 
committee. Once we have members who are aggrieved 
within us, then whom are we reconciling? It is not the 
Parliament where you have government and opposition. 
If they are aggrieved and they are within us, the chances 
are that they may derail the reconciliation program. 
What is very important for us is to know those who 
are aggrieved, find out why they are aggrieved and then 
settle, and settlement of whatever may be their griev- 


ances will depend on: 


1. For the aggrieved to agree that Nigeria is far 
more important than himself. Government will grant 
concessions and compromises and ai the same time, 
the aggrieved must appreciate that in the national 
interest, he, too, has to concede some few things to 
government. So, we are going to trade in compromises 
and concessions and at the same time, both sides should 
appreciate that Nigeria is more important than anybody. 
You see there is a mistake that people are making. They 
personify government. Government is permanent. If the 
head of state and commander in chief is there today, it 
is a temporary assignment for him to be there. Nigeria 
is forever. We do not have to destroy Nigeria because 
you do not like the face of the current head of state. He 
is there for a while and he will leave, but what most 
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Nigerians do is: I do not like the face of Chief Alex 
Akinyele, whatever he stands for must be destroyed. 
That is very wrong. We should not destroy Nigeria 
because we do not like the face of anybody and these 
are some of the things which we are going to eniphasize 
to the people. Because you ask some people: Why are 
you angry. Well, because of this and because of that. 
Okay, must Nigeria die because of that? The answer is 
no. 


{Stoba] Well, the question of commitment to these 
ideals. We have seen efforts of reconciliation in the past. 
Now, how committed people say ....[pauses] Is this mere 
lip service or is there something to show that there is a 
commitment. 


{Akinyele} Thank you very much for that very impor- 
tant question. Let me confes. before all Nigerians that I 
accepted the post of chairman of the National Reconcil- 
iation Committee because I am convinced that the head 
of state and commander in chief, General Sani Abacha, 
is very serious and sincere about his intention for recon- 
ciliation. I have told you we are not going to say much 
on the pages of newspapers or here at NTA House. We 
have started to work and I have seen signs that the head 
of state means it. You will remember the committee was 
inaugurated not too long ago. Some people have been 
released. That is in the interest of national reconcilia- 
tion and that is to show you that the head of state means 
that he wants all of us to be reconciled and every case 
is going to be looked into, and by the grace of God 
everybody will enjoy a fair share of justice. More than 
justice, because if you have to say justice then there is 
no give and take, no compromise, no concession. All 
this we are going to put into play so that we have na- 
tional reconciliation. 


[Stoba] Well, the committee’s work may cut across 
several statutory organizations. | am looking at certain 
functions of the Ministries of Information and Foreign 
Affairs for instance. How would you reconcile this ... 


[Akinyele, interrupting] Thank you very much. I think 
it has become very necessary for every Nigerian and 
every institution to concede to the Federal Government 
whatever powers or privileges or rights so that the 
National Reconciliation Committee can perform freely 
without [word indistinct] or hindrance. If you are the 
minister of information and culture or you are in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, you know that Nigeria is 
more important than you yourself and your ministry. 
What we are going to do is going to cut across most of 
these ministries, and | am sure that all they have to do 
is to put in their input to make sure that we succeed. 
The success of my committee is victory for Nigeria and 
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success for Nigeria. All hands must be on deck to assist 
us, NOt to tell us that this belongs to them. 


[Stoba] Well, your committee had scheduled a press 
conference for next week. Let's be on the safe side. It 
wasn't really clear what day. You might want to clarify 
this conference. 


[Akinyele] By the way, I have canceled or postponed 
the press conference. It will hold some time to come, 
not next week. 


[Stoba]} So, there is no controversy now on which day? 


[Akinyele] No, controversy now. (Words indistinct]. I 
have postponed it. 


[Stoba} Well, still on the modalities. Are you going to 
involve individuals, corporate bodies or .... 


[Akinyele, interrupting) Thank you very much. We are 
going to involve individuals and foreign bodies. Indi- 
viduals who have become institutions like traditional 
rulers. We will involve them. We are going to involve 
al! journalists of this country. There is not much we can 
do without the Nigerian press. You see, my first outing 
will be to the Nigerian press. I feel strongly that if we 
have them in our fold, we have succeeded by about 40 
percent and then all the others — politicians, profes- 
sional agitators. civil rights activists, and all the rest of 
them. We have to involve them. 


{Stoba] Well, that's on the home front now. On the 
international frontier, how do you propose to reach these 
Nigerians... 


[Akinyele, interrupting] Thank you very much. 


[Stoba] Some of these countries already have them have 
an almost strained relationship with Nigeria. [sentence 
as heard] 


[Akinyele] Yes. You see, we will meet fellow Nigerians 
who are working against the interest of Nigeria abroad. 
It is necessary for us to ask them: Why do you decide 
to destroy your own country? What is your reason, and 
when they tell us their reasons, we will do whatever we 
can to pacify them. You see, there is a Yoruba proverb 
which says: You beg the evil man to repair his country 
or his home; [Akinyele gives the Yoruba translation] 
If need be, we will beg them. You understand it? 
Government is not going to be stubborn, you understand 
it? Government is not going to be too tedious but at 
the same time, since it is a game of give and take, I 
expect that whomever we meet will remember that the 
Nigeria of today is not meant for him alone but most 
importantly, it is meant for his children and what kind of 
Nigeria are we going to bequeath to our children when 
we allow our selfish interest to override our national 
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interest? We are going to talk to them. They are men 
who can think. They are reasonable people. They have 
common sense and all the rest of it. So, we will know 
why and we will tell them to come but at the same time 
we will assure them that on returning home, nobody 
is going to (?clamp) them in any detention. We give 
that assurance, and I am saying that because I| have had 
lengthy talks with the head of state and commander in 
chief and I trust him. 


[Stoba] Now, people wonder if we have any mechanism 
in place that, you know, would serve as a forum where 
you can avoid things like this happening. Look at 
Nigeria waiting until things get so bad.... 

[Akinyele] Yes, thank you very much. The whole thing 
begins and ends with bad advisers. You see, | am 
of the opinion that Nigeria has never had any bad 
leader. What we conscientiously have are bad advisers. 


8 


*t even advise them rightly. So, what we can do 
is....[pauses}] but it’s difficult to be sincere when we 
are advising people, when we are advising our friends 
and when we are advising government. You see, there 
are people who want to tell government whatever 
government wants to hear. Those are stupid people. 
They are destroying the nation. If you give an advice 
to the head of state and he doesn’t take it, well, he 
doesn’t have to kick you out because of that. When he 
sees the repercussion of not taking your advice [the] 
next time you advise him, he will take it, but by and 
large, it is the fault of every Nigerian that we don’t give 
right advice, not even in any aspect of life. You are in 
the church, you see that people mislead the archbishop; 
you are in the mosque, people mislead the chief imam; 
you are in the shrine, people mislead the chief priest; all 
because they want some little gain. So the time has come 
when Nigerians just have to be sincere for a change, 
in what they say, in what they do, and in what they 
think. Sincerity is the bottom line, and we are going into 
this job of reconciliation with absolute sincerity and a 
seriousness of purpose, and we shall succeed. 

[Stoba} Well Chief, it's been nice having you on this 
program. Thanks for coming. 


[Akinyele] Thank you very much. 
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Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leonean Elections Chief Confident of New 
Regime’s Support 

AB1801175096 London BBC World Service 

in English 1505 GMT 18 Jan 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa’ program) 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The military high command 
in Sierra Leone has called on the press to explain 
why they kicked out Captain Valentine Strasser in a 
bloodless coup on Tuesday [16 January]. Capt. Strasser 
was helicoptered off to Guinea. Yesterday, his second- 
in-command, Brigadier General Maada Bio, was sworn 
in as hea of state and promised that elections scheduled 
for 26 February would go ahead. And he offered to talk 
to RUF [Revolutionary United Front] rebels anytime, 
anywhere without preconditions. On what the military 
had to say about the ousting of Strasser, Victor Sylver 
telexed this report from Freetown: 


The Defense Directorate today summoned the press to 
the military headquarters of Kokoro to explain why 
Capt. Strasser had been ousted. Lieutenant Colonel 
Karefa Kargbo, the man who made the first announce- 
ment about the palace coup, said that Capt. Strasser had 
been planning to pass a decree that would have lowered 
the age limit for a presidential candidate from 40 years 
to an age that would have comfortably accommodated 
him as a presidential candidate. Lt. Col. Kargbo said that 
Capt. Strasser was so desperate to cling on to power that 
he threatened to sack all those in the Supreme Military 
Council who dared to oppose his candidature. It was re- 
vealed that Capt. Strasser wanted [word indistinct] sup- 
port from his then deputy Maada Bio, threatening him 
that if he did not endorse the decree that would make 
him eligible for the presidency there would be what he 
described as a showdown. 


The Defense spokesman revealed that when things 
threatened to come to a head, members of the ruling 
council decided on Tuesday to vote Capt. Strasser out as 
leader of the National Provisional Council and replace 
him with his deputy, Brigadier Julius Maada Bio. Lt. 
Col. Kargbo said that the decision was taken with the 
aim of averting the chaos that would have developed 
after what he said was going to be a [word indistinct] 
affair that would have cleared them all. He said no one 
man or group of people should be above the national 
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interest, and we had to take Tuesday's decision to avert 
a national crisis. A telexed report from Victor Sylver 
in Freetown. So that’s the official explanation of why 
Captain Strasser has been toppled in Sierra Leone. 


One man whose job could be directly affected is Elec- 
toral Commissioner James Jonah. On the line, Mary 
Harper asked him ‘f he was convinced by >= expla- 
nation and the new regime’s commitment to elections 
and democracy: 


[Begin recording) [Jonah] Frankly, after an initial doubt, 
I must say that the (?lingering) doubts have been 
removed and I am now confident that we will have the 
full support of the government in proceeding to elections 
on 26 February. It was not an easy matter for me to 
become convinced. In fact, I did convey to Chairman 
Bio that it would be extremely difficult for anyone to 
believe that Chairman Strasser was trying to sabotage 
the process and that they are now the proponents of 
elections. What I did, based on my own experience, is 
to ask for all documentary evidence, and I have gone 
through them meticulously, and I am now convinced 
that somewhere along the line — perhaps the last two 
weeks, perhaps the last three — there was a change of 
attitude on the part of Chairman Strasser. 


{Harper} Now, are you at all worried about your 
position? There has been a change in leadership in your 
country. Are you worried that you yourself might be cast 
out of INEC [Interim National Electoral Commission]? 


{Jonah} No, not all. 1 am not worried at all. In fact, I was 
prepared for anything, quite frankly, and I think the new 
leadership understands what INEC is doing. INEC has 
no other interest than to ensure that the people of Sierra 
Leone cast their votes freely without hindrance and, 
therefore, we could see no reason why any leadership 
would want to tamper with the arrangement. 1 am aware, 
of course, that there are detractors in the country who 
would very much like to see me out of INEC, or INEC 
(?disbanded), and I think this is only because they see 
INEC as the main obstacle to their nefarious practices. 
[end recording} 


Sierra Leone Requests Ghana Provide Asylum for 
Strasser 


LD1801182296 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 18 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The authorities in Ghana 
have confirmed that they have received an application 
from the new regime of Sierra Leone to welcome and 
give asylum to former president Valentine Strasser. 


A decision will be taken in Accra within the next few 
days, said Ghana's foreign minister. He stressed that 
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there are some implications that should be carefully 
examined. [passage omitted] 


Ex-Sierra Leonean President’s Whereabouts in 
Guinea Noted 


AB1801194796 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 18 Jan 96 


(From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) When Captain Strasser, his 
wife and family were flown into Conakry on Tuesday 
afternoon (16 January], they took up residence in the 
Sierra Leone Embassy which was soon besieged by 
journalists and curious onlookers. Then the Strasser 
family disappeared. Our correspondent Foday Fofana 
has been hunting for them and he tracked them down: 


[Begin Fofana recording] The Strassers are now holed 
up inside a posh villa at the OAU Village beside 
the presidential palace in Conakry. I had to comb the 
entire village and almost wanted to give up when luck 
came my way. As I approached the villa in question, 
I spotted a taxi backing right in front of it. Suddenly, 
an armed uniformed officer of Guinea's Special Police 
Intervention Force, dashed out and ordered the taxi 
driver to park further down which he did instantly. 


As I left the area, the taxi came behind me and I flagged 
it. I jumped inside and hired the driver. Suddenly, | 
asked him what he was doing in front of the villa. He 
replied: I dropped a lady there and was waiting to get 
paid. Finally, a man in civilian clothes came and paid 
up, he said. Do you know who is inside there, I further 
asked the taxi driver. Of course I know, he said with 
pride. It is the president of Sierra Leone. 


Meanwhile, a top level Sierra Leone delegation is in 
town to brief President Lansana Conte on events back 
home. This is the third time the government of Brigadier 
Julius Maada Bio is trying to meet President Conte 
since the coup, a top State House source told me. [end 
recording} 


Sierra Leonean Government Spokesman Explains 
Strasser Removal 


AB1801213196 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 18 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The director of defense in- 
formation, Lieutenant Colonel Karefa Kargbo, said at 
a press conference today at the Defense Headquarters, 
Cockerel, that the former head of state Captain Valen- 
tine Strasser had manifested very serious intentions of 
succeeding himself after the 26 February presidential 
and parliamentary elections. 
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Giving background to the developments leading to the 
replacement of Capt. Strasser, Lit. Col. Kargbo said 
it was obvious that if Capt. Strasser had succeeded 
it would have been a recipe for chaos. He said that, 
contrary to advice, the former head of state had gone 
to the point of threatening to sack or order the arrest 
of those men of the government who opposed him. 
The defense spokesman said the presidential decree was 
brought before the Supreme Council of State last Friday 
{12 January] and it was unanimously decided that the 
age for all presidential aspirants should remain at 40 
years. 

He said the rejection did not stop the ambition of 
Capt. Strasser and on the following day, Saturday [13 
January}, he ordered his then deputy and others to 
review the presidential decree with reference to the age 
limit. He disclosed that Capt. Strasser also called on the 
leader of the National Unity Party, NUP, to step down 
as he was interested in the leadership of that party. It 
was then realized that a showdown was inevitable in 
the national interest, Lt. Col. Kargbo acknowledged. 
He spoke of another meeting of the Supreme Council 
of State, which was held last Tuesday [16 January], in 
which the decision was taken to change the leadership of 
the government and Capt. Strasser was informed, while 
Brigadier Julius Maada Bio was chosen as his successor. 


The defense spokesman stressed that the democratic 
process of Sierra Leone remains more important than 
the personal motive of any individual. Lt. Col. Kargbo 
explained that it is evident that if the age for presidential 
aspirants had been reduced, the ruling of the country 
would have been plunged into serious political violence, 
but it could also have quieted the rebel war. 


He said the 26 February elections would usher a new 
era for Sierra Leone for the election of a government by 
tre people of Sierra Leone. He said the NPRC [National 
Provisional Ruling Council] government would have no 
links with any of the political parties, and hoped that 
whatever party emerges as the government will learn 
from the mistakes of other political institutions. 

Lt. Col. Kargbo disclosed that the Army had tightened 
security throughout the country in readiness for the elec- 
tions to protect voters, and urged the RUF [Revolution- 
ary United Front| leader, Corporal Fodlay Sankoh, not to 
disrupt the elections but to start dialogue with the gov- 
ernment. He said all facets would be examined through 
which Corporal Sankoh would be brought to the con- 
ference table. 


Answering a question from the press, Lt. Col. Kargbo 
said that the family of Capt. Strasser had not been 
victimized and they were free to move around without 
any hindrance. He also disclosed that the proclamation 


FBIS-AFR-96-013 
19 January 1996 


giving clearance to the elections to be held on 26 
February was signed last Friday. Government, he said, 
has also given clearance to the international Committee 
of the Red Cross to deliver food to people caught 
behind rebel lines. The president of the Sierra Leone 
Association of Journalists, SLAJ, Mr. Sankoh Sallah, 
gave the vote of thanks. 


Sierra Leone’s Bio Due in Guinea; Strasser ‘To 
Settle’ in U.S. 


AB1801222796 Paris AFP in French 
2115 GMT 18 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Conakry, 18 Jan (AFP) — 
General Julius Maada Bio, the new Sierra Leonean head 
of state, is expected, either this evening or tomorrow 
morning, in Conakry, where his predecessor Captain 
Valentine Strasser is holed up in an official villa, an 
informed source said. Gen. Bio is expected to hold 
discussions with Guinean authorities who this evening 
stated their “neutrality” in the changes that have taken 
place in Sierra Leone. 


An 800-man contingent from Guinea, Sierra Leone's 
neighbor, has been supporting militarily, together with 
Nigerian troops, the Sierra Leonean Government against 
rebels of Foday Sankoh's Revolutionary United Front. 


Captain Strasser, who reportedly intends to settle in the 
United States, is suffering from malaria, an informed 
source said. He was deposed in a coup d'etat on 16 
January afternoon and “taken” to Conakry. 


Togo 


Togo’s President Eyadema Gives Anniversary 
Address 


AB1 301204496 Lome Radio Lome in French 
2200 GMT 12 Jan 96 


[Address by Togolese President Gnassinghbe Eyadema 
in Lome on 12 January —- recorded] 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt) Togolese men and women: 
At the beginning of the New Year, and on the commem- 
oration of the 13 January anniversary, which symbolizes 
the unity of the Togolese people and their support for 
their leaders, it is a happy opportunity for me to present 
my most fervent wishes of peace, happiness, and health 
to each and everyone of you. May God help each To- 
golese man and woman enjoy a fruitful year and assist 
all of us in discharging our duties for the benefit of the 
nation. 


The just-ended year marked the beginning of our coun- 
try’s reconstruction after the anarchic phase engendered 
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by the transition, and the so-called general and indefi- 
nite strike. [passage omitted] 

With the confidence you placed in me, I strove steadily 
and with determination to put the country back to work. 
My first objective was to restore national unity, which 
some people tried to destroy. We are the same people 
— from the south to the north, from the east to the west 
— united and rich in diversity. We are not at war with 
each other. I love all Togolese regardless of their origins 
and religion. Let us be convinced that what unites us is 
stronger than what divides us. Those who always will 
and who will once again try to divide us should actually 
know that I was elected to embody national unity, so I 
shall never allow anybody to pit one part of the Togolese 
people against the other. [passage omitted] 


I have also striven to help our country to regain the 
position it used to occupy within the international 
community, and which socio-political disturbances had 
jeopardized. The superpowers have understood that they 
were deceived by all those who wanted to use them to 
satisfy their own ambitions. The agreements we have 
signed with the World Bank and the IMF testify to the 
confidence that those institutions now have in us. 


I would simply like to stress that we should first 
and foremost count on our own resources. Certain 
politicians see solutions to their problems only in 
foreign embassies. They are seen running after foreign 
countries as if these countries could influence the fate of 
the Togolese people. Although we are sensitive to the 
friendship of all states, we are convinced that our fate 


depends on ourselves. 


Dear compatriots, it is obvious that the great forgiveness 
and national reconciliation that we call for cannot be 
achieved if politicians reject dialogue and do not agree 
to make the least concession in the nation's superior 
interest. Our democracy, which wants to take a leaf from 
the models of developed countries, should not hide the 
fact that we still have a long way to go before reaching 
the level of those states that we want to imitate. The law- 
abiding state that we are building should not be based 
on dreams and utopia, but on something concrete, and 
on realities that are in line with the development level 
of our institutions, and our financial resources. 


We should, therefore, avoid clumsy imitations that al- 
ways result in disastrous democratic systems, while con- 
tinuing the construction of our burgeoning democracy 
in serenity and in a spirit of responsible participation. 
In this regard, I once again appeal to political officials 
to place the nation's interest above their personal ambi- 
tions, for in the process we have embarked on, no one 
will derive any benefit from a confused situation where 
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intrigues, tricks, combinations, and alliances due to cer- 
tain circumstances prevail. 

Democracy is something to be fought for on a daily 
basis. It means free debate for the steady and gradual 
improvement of citizens’ living conditions. We will 
not achieve the necessary changes either by a magic 
wand or by rushing, and less still by improvising. 
We should, therefore, exercise patience, wisdom, and 
courage to resist the ups and downs of politicking, and 
join our efforts toward building a truly strong, united, 
and prosperous state, where the rule of law prevails. 


Togolese men and women, the issue of security is essen- 
tial. Nothing can be undertaken without law and order. 
Decisive progress was already made last year. Our en- 
tire country has become safe and peaceful again. How- 
ever, some problems of banditry still exist, mainly, in 
Lome. Those who recruited the youth commonly known 
as Ekpomog [name adapted from the Economic Com- 
munity of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] trained, armed, and opposed them to the To- 
golese people and the security forces; those who smug- 
gied arms into the country; and those who destroyed the 
strength of our borders are responsible for the insecurity 
we are confronted with today. We are fully determined 
to eradicate this intolerable evil. However, security has 
never been definitively achieved anywhere. Each of us 
knows that no country in the world is spared by the 
resurgence of violence and banditry. 


Such a situation should encourage us to combat this 
scourge. That is why in this crusade that we have 
launched against insecurity, 1 have instructed the ap- 
propriate authorities to take the necessary measures to 
ensure that our people's lives and property are safe- 
guarded, and that citizens’ rights and liberties are pro- 
tected. This is because, in the law-abiding state that we 
are building, there cannot be categories of citizens who 
are above the law. Since all Togolese are equal, there 
will be no double standards before the law. In view of 
our responsibilities in the field of human rights, we can- 
not allow people who do not fear God or man to make 
attempts on the lives of peaceful citizens incessantly and 


with impunity. [passage omitted] 


Dear compatriots, the prosperity that we want to bring 
about cannot be possible without the mobilization of the 
people to work; yet the behavior we see in our offices 
Or state enterprises can be considered as intolerable 
negligence, laxity, and refusal to work on the part of 
civil servants, whose concern should be regular presence 
at work, punctuality, and efficiency. How can we redress 
the situation, make foreigners trust us again, revamp 
the national economy, and generate new resources if 
we abandon our work places, and waste the time that 
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should be devoted to productive activities in chattering, 
playing, and discussing private matters. Is it normal 
that at a time, when young graduates are seeking 
employment to contribute to the development of the 
country, those who were lucky to get jobs are refusing 
to make the least effort? The pledges made cannot be 
honored if each worker is not decided to give his best 
to revamp our economy. 


Today, a0 country is spared by the effects of the world 
economic crisis. In Togo in particular, the difficulties 
are more serious as a result of the consequences of 
the sociopolitical crisis, the strike, and the devaluation. 
However, we can minimize the consequences and cre- 
ate better living conditions for all workers if only each 
worker goes to work on time, and devotes his efforts ef- 
ficiently to his task, and accepts the sacrifices demanded 
by recovery. [passage omitted] 

I am calling on each minister to check the presence and 
eagerness of all employees. They will have to punish the 
abuses they note. Civil servants are there to serve the 
people, and they must set good examples. This year I 
intend to restore an efficient and modern administration 
at the service of all Togolese men and women. 


The economic recovery, which began in 1994, was 
consolidated in 1995 thanks, mainly, to the increased 
efforts made by the farmers in agricultural production, 
and to the rigor shown by our industrial units. The 
recovery, which was noted in the other sectors, will be 
strengthened this year if we want it, and if we manage 
public funds more rigorously. I call on those responsible 
for all the ministries to check on a regular basis the 
number of employees working under them to avoid 
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paying ghost civil servants. There is no small economy. 
It is by joining one another that brooks form rivers 
and vast stretches of water. Eagerness to use electric 
power, running water, telephones, and vehicles in public 
services sparingly are also measures that will speed up 
the present recovery, increase GDP, and improve each 
worker's income. 


At the level of each service, drastic measures must be 
taken, particularly to eradicate the corruption that is 
undermining our administration. It is intolerable for a 
civil servant to subject the service he is paid to render to 
a citizen to the payment in advance of a sum of money, 
the amount of which he fixes and pockets for himself. 
I call on all officials at all levels, mainly civil servants, 
public service employees, including the security forces, 
to combat by all means this practice that tarnishes the 
image of our administration, and discourages foreign 
investors. [passage omitted] 


I, therefore, call on each Togolese man and woman to 
show extra eagerness to work, to support the efforts that 
we have launched to redress our country, and to improve 
the living conditions of our hardworking citizens. This 
is because no one else will do it for us. 


Togolese men and women: It is important for each of 
us to agree to make the sacrifice to achieve the national 
awakening the situation demands. It is by so doing that 
we shall restore our country’s past image and restore to 
the hearts of us all, the joy, happiness, and dignity that 
used to make us proud. 


Long live Togo. Long live the Republic. 
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